
Readings today:  
 

Acts 1: 6-14 

 o when they had come together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they 
were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.’ 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 

of[c] James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 
 

John 17:1-11 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven 
and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 
to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed. 
6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.  
 

Next week’s readings – Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 & John 7: 37-39 

 

Thank you to everyone who is helping to maintain a 
regular pattern of contact with other church members.  

As always, if you know of anyone who falls sick or 
would appreciate a call please contact me as follows: 

 revmason@btinternet.com or phone the Rectory Office 
(01328 862268.) If your query is a general 

administrative one please continue to use  

admin@fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk  Francis 

 
 

 

 

24th May 2020 
7th Sunday of Easter 

 
The fourth of our four Diocesan Mission Strategy 

prayers about empowerment has thoughts within in 
which may cause us to stop and think for a moment. 

How may we “fruit and flourish” during these weeks 

when we are worshipping separately? For some - 
indeed many - it has offered opportunities to watch 

and listen to worship in places and ways we would not 
have reached before. This is not to downplay the sense 

of yearning also felt by many who are missing the 

weekly contact with others and the shared worship. 
Throughout the ups and downs we can hold on to the 

strength we receive from our “self-giving” God.  
Francis     

Empower 
Self-giving God, 

you call us all 

to lives of service: 
empowered by your Spirit 

may we empower others, 
affirming gifts 

and building confidence. 

So may your people 
fruit and flourish 

and your Kingdom come. 
Amen  

 

Please remember in your prayers:  

• Bishops Graham, Alan and Jonathan; 

• United Reform Church: Eastern Synod Moderator, 
Paul Whittle 

• Pray for all members of the Anglican Communion 

around the world. For the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, and all primates and 

bishops. For member of the Anglican Consultative 
council. For the Secretary General, Josiah Itemalue 

Count.  

• Farmers and Farmers’ Markets  

• those who work on industrial estates. 

• Snoring Group of parishes: Rector, Fr James 

Muggleton 

• those who are unwell including: Mary, Andrew, 
Ken, Pam Thomas, David Homan, Jane Lorimer, 

Sue and Catherine; 

• those known to us who have died recently & their 
families: Joan Betts and Irene Mullins; 

• the anniversaries of the late Sheila Hedger, Joan 

Mason, Lilian Mayes, Betty Allen and Brian 
Massingham. 

 

Collect for the Sunday after Ascension 
Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

S 
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