
Readings today:   
Isaiah 64: 1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come 

down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence— 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

    you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 

    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 

    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

    and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 

Mark 13: 24-end 
“But in those days, following that distress, 

“‘the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 
  the stars will fall from the sky, 

    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in 

clouds with great power and glory. And he will send his 
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its 
twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know 

that summer is near. Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that it is near, right at the 

door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not 

pass away until all these things have happened. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away. 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time 

will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves his 

house and puts his servants in charge, each with their 
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep 

watch. 
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when 

the owner of the house will come back—whether in the 

evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or 
at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 

sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’” 

 

 
 

 

29th November 2020 
Advent Sunday 

The Virtual Christmas Tree Festival is here. Discover, 

share and enjoy via www.christmastreefestival.co.uk.                         
Today is the first Sunday of the new Church year and 

hopefully the last Sunday, at least for now, when 
collective worship is suspended. Next week I hope will 

see the return of our Holy Communion service at 

9.30pm in Fakenham and Evening Prayer at 
Fulmodeston at 3.00pm. Online services will be 

continuing as usual after the lockdown is eased as I am 
aware there are many in our congregation and beyond 

who are unable to attend a service in church at the 
moment. Please continue to pray for them as the 

impact of isolation is felt more keenly with the short 

days and chilly weather. For those able to come out 
and about the church is still open daily for personal 

prayer in the Chancel area between approximately 
9.30am and 3.00pm each day, when access is through 

the side door by the High Altar. The Morning Prayer 

daily podcast is available on the website 
(www.fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk) - click on the 

window on the right hand side of the homepage. 
 

Please remember in your prayers:  

• The Ministry of retired clergy and Readers; 

• County Ecumenical Officer: Catherine Howe and 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officer: Karlene Kerr. Pray for 

the Lusitanian Church, Jorge Pina Cabral - Primate; 

• Ecumenical links within the Deanery; 

• virtual Christmas Tree Festival & Christmas Tree 

Town; 

• those who live or work in Hall Staithe, Vine Court, 
Quaker Lane, Quaker Court, Tunn Street, Swan 

Street.; 

• those who are unwell including: Mary, Andrew, 
Ken, Pam, David Homan, Jane, John and Alan;  

• those known to us who have died recently & their 

families: David Bix. 

  
Collect for Advent Sunday: 

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 

light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Next week’s readings for Second Sunday of Advent: 
Isaiah 40: 1-11 & Mark 1: 1-8 
 
Fakenham Christmas Tree Trail Competition 

Win a £20 voucher donated by Hughes of Norwich 

Street. Have you seen posters with a Christmas Tree 
and the words “DONATE HERE” in businesses around 

town? As well as places where you can donate to the 
festival charities these are part of our free to enter 

Town Trail Competition. Pick up an entry form from 
Nick Bird at Bailey Bird & Warren or from Sew Sweet or 

download a copy from 

www.christmastreefestival.co.uk. Further details are on 
the back of the entry form. Enjoy walking around the 

town but remember face covering & distancing. Stay 
Covid safe. 

http://www.fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk/
http://www.christmastreefestival.co.uk/

