
Readings today:   
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers 

and sisters,[a] you do not need to have anything written 
to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. 3 When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, 

then sudden destruction will come upon them, as 

labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there 
will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved,[b] are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for 
you are all children of light and children of the day; we 

are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then, let us not 
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be 

sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those 

who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath 

but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore 

encourage one another and build up each other, as 
indeed you are doing. 

Matthew 25:14-30 
14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 

his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one 

he gave five talents,[f] to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16 The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the 

two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who 
had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled 

accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received 

the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five 

talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21 His 
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 

your master.” 22 And the one with the two talents also 

came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me 
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23 His 

master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 

your master.” 24 Then the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew 

that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26 But his 

master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did 
not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received 
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from 
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

 
 

 

15th November 2020 
Second Sunday before Advent  

                         

We are limited to online worship, plus television and 
radio services for the duration of the second national 

lockdown which will feel especially hard this time 
around for those of our community living alone or for 

those without the advantages the internet can offer. 

Please remember them in your prayers this month, a 
month which the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

have specifically asked us to make a month of prayer. 
It may also be worth reminding friends and neighbours 

that the church is still open daily for personal prayer in 
the Chancel area between approximately 9.30am and 

3.00pm each day, when access is through the side 

door by the High Altar. The Morning Prayer daily 
podcast is available on the website 

(www.fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk) - click on the 
window on the right hand side of the homepage. 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  

• Bishops Graham (Norwich), Alan (Thetford) and 
Jonathan (Lynn); 

• Roman Catholic Church: Diocese of East Anglia, 

Bishop Alan Hopes. Pray for the Church of Ceylon, 
Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey - Bishop of Colombo, 

Keerthisiri Fernando - Bishop of Kurunegala; 

• Churches Together; 

• musicians and choirs; 

• those who live in Goggs Mill Lane, Olivia Close and 
Sandy Lane; 

• those who are unwell including: Mary, Andrew, 

Ken, Pam, David Homan, Jane Lorimer, John and 

Alan;  

• the anniversary of the late Eileen Barkway, Godfrey 
Fenn, Raymond Betts; 

• those known to us who have died recently & their 

families: Ron Howell. 
  

Collect for Second Sunday before Advent: 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Next week’s readings for Christ the King: 

Ephesians 1: 15-end & Matthew 25: 31-end 
 

Fakenham Christmas Tree Trail Competition 
Win a £20 voucher donated by Hughes of Norwich 

Street. Have you seen posters with a Christmas Tree 

and the words “DONATE HERE” in businesses around 
town? As well as places where you can donate to the 

festival charities these are part of our free to enter 
Town Trail Competition. Pick up an entry form from 

Nick Bird at Bailey Bird & Warren or from Sew Sweet or 
download a copy from 

www.christmastreefestival.co.uk. Further details are on 
the back of the entry form.  

Enjoy walking around the town but remember face 
covering & distancing. Stay Covid safe. 
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