
Collect for Palm Sunday 
True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

Amen 

 
Readings today:  

 
Philippians 2: 5-11  

et the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 
 

     
Matthew 21: 1-11 

 
 hen they had come near Jerusalem and had 
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 

tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

“The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 

immediately.’ 4 This took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 

them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 

followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds were 

saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’ 

 

Next week’s readings – Easter Day 
Acts 10: 34-43, John 20: 1-18 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  

• Bishop Graham, Bishop Alan and Bishop Jonathan; 
that we may go with Christ in faith and love, so that, 

united with him in his sufferings, we may share his 
risen life.  

• Pray for the Church of the Province of the Indian 

Ocean, James Richard Wong Yin Song – 

Archbishop. 

• Fakenham and Fulmodeston: Rector Francis Mason, 
Readers Elaine Burbidge, Amanda Sands and Linda 

Frost; 

• Scouts, Cubs and Beavers especially as these 
groups are currently unable to meet; 

• those who live or work in Bridges Court, Massey 

Court, Olivet Way; 

• those who are unwell or in any kind of trouble 
including: Mary, Sue & Andrew, Ken, Pam Thomas 

and David Homan; 

• those known to us who have died recently & their 

families – Margaret Yaxley, Geoffrey Walpole and 
Jane Self; 

• the anniversaries of the late Brian Dew, Leslie 

Peck, Maureen Mawby. 
 

The Beacon 
It has been agreed the April edition of the Beacon will 

not be delivered house to house in order to protect our 

deliverers and to reduce footfall around the town. 
Copies will be placed in Tesco in the free newspaper 

section near the entrance and also in Benbow’s. If you 
are shopping for essentials and know of a friend or 

neighbour who you are already delivering shopping to 

then please pick a copy up for them. As always the 
Beacon will be available online via the Church website.  

 
Standing order forms  

You will shortly be receiving an electronic letter by 

email from the Finance Team and myself regarding our 
financial position and the impact of the coronavirus and 

church closure. Please take the time to read and 
consider the details of what is written. (If there is 

anything in the letter which you wish to query please 
email me and I can then forward it to the Finance 

Team.) Overleaf you will see a new message from the 

Diocesan Secretary which expands on the subject of 
giving to your church which helps to set everything in 

context. 
Thank you to those who have already been in touch to 

request a form to complete and send to your bank to 

arrange your regular giving by standing order. If you 
would like me to post you a form please phone or email 

and I will email/post you one.  
(NB The letter will be posted to members of the 

congregation who are not on email.)    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

L 

W 



Parish Share and finances 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I, along with Bishop 

Graham and our colleagues, share the challenges 
that all of our PCC’s and others are experiencing at 

home and in our parishes in the present 
circumstances. As I write now about some of the 

practical issues we are facing in the parishes and the 
diocese, we assure you of our prayers. 

 
The current crisis is having, and will continue to 
have, a critical effect on all walks of life and it is 

important to work together with kindness, 
compassion and understanding for each other, for 

the wellbeing of the communities we serve in Jesus’ 
name. 

  
There has been a tremendous amount to digest over 
the past week, and plans are continuously evolving.  
We appreciate too the challenges you are all facing 
at parish level through the loss of cash donations, 

fee income, fundraising events and income from the 
hire of premises, to name just a few areas. We thank 
you for all of the steps you are taking to respond to 
our current situation and the Archbishop’s call to do 

church differently.  
  

We are currently working to reassess the diocesan 
budget for 2020 in the light of the current restrictions 
and are seeking financial support from the National 
Church. We are waiting for information as to what 
might be possible to support dioceses financially. 

 
The cashflow for the Board of Finance will be critical 

as we continue to meet our monthly stipend and 
clergy pension costs of £558,000 per month and 
housing costs for 193 clergy houses, with much 

reduced income from parish share, parochial fees 
and investments. Our current aim is to cut immediate 

costs as far possible, utilising the support recently 
announced from the Government, whilst also 

ensuring that some diocesan staff are enabled to 
work from home to ensure that parishes and schools 
are supported in all that they are facing at this time. 

 
We ask that PCC’s do all they can to encourage 

sacrificial giving by direct debit and standing order 
and in turn continue to contribute towards parish 

share as much as you are able, to continue to 
support the ongoing ministry of your parish and help 
us to sustain the vital work of our clergy working to 

support the people of the diocese and staff in 
support of the Bishops and clergy.  

  
We will update our advice and information regularly. 

  
Thank you again for all you have done and are 

doing. This comes with my prayers and very best 
wishes, 

 
Richard 

 
 

Richard M Butler DL, Diocesan Secretary 

 

 
 

5th April 2020 
Palm Sunday  

 
Living through a prolonged ‘Holy Saturday’ 

We have already become ‘a different sort of church’ in 

unprecedented ways. The very place in which the body 
of Christ finds its identity, offers prayer, and receives 

solace in time of crisis—that is, the church building—is 
not available to us, and, as in the early days of our 

faith, public gatherings of Christians outside the home 

are forbidden. Nevertheless, we are finding ways to 
join in prayer and intention; to cry ‘Abba, Father’; 

……… 
In these dark times, when it is not possible to recall the 

death and resurrection of Christ in our church 

buildings, we have the opportunity to mark Holy Week 
at home. We can discover how what we are now 

experiencing may contribute to our own ongoing 
journey as God’s people. The homes in which we now 

mainly find ourselves offer us a place in which our faith 
can be discovered afresh, where we can find ‘the 

Church within’.         (from Church of England website) 

 
The above message from the C of E website 

summarises very well the context of our current time 
as we move into Holy Week. I encourage you to look 

regularly at this website and the Diocesan one as both 

have suggestions for prayer, reading, reflection and 
creativity for the next few days. If you wish to do 

something practical I rather like the idea of:   
“Making bread, or dough twisters, with a grace about 

Jesus being the living bread”- always assuming of 
course that you have some bread flour in your kitchen 

store cupboard! Plus our own website has the daily 

podcast and a link under the “Latest News” feed to a 
video on how to make your own palm cross, courtesy 

of a good friend in the Chelmsford Diocese. 
 

My thanks to Linda Frost who has recorded this week’s 

reflection as a podcast. We are aiming to keep with the 
usual rota for preaching where possible. Next week, for 

Easter day, I will record a talk. These recordings will 
mostly be shorter than if we were preaching live at one 

of our services in church. Amongst some of the 
information I have gleaned over the past few days 

about podcasting and audio worship is to adhere to the 

principle of “less is more.” It may be you ask me to 
continue to stick to this when we meet up again at our 

regular services! 
      

I am confident as many of you as possible will be 

contacted on a regular basis by either myself or others 
who have volunteered for this task. If you know of 

anyone who falls sick or would appreciate a call please 
contact me as follows: revmason@btinternet.com or 

phone the Rectory Office (01328 862268.) If your 

query is a general administrative one please continue 
to use  admin@fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk   

Francis 
 

Website – fakenhamparishcurch.org.uk 
Facebook - @fakenhamparishchurch 
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