Contact Who’s Who
Christ Church, Fulmodeston

St Peter & St Paul Fakenham Parish Church
Rector
Rev’d Francis Mason 01328 862268
revmason@btinternet.com

Marriage Preparation
via Rectory Office 01328 862268
admin@fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk

The Rectory Office 01328 862268
Gladstone Road, Fakenham,
NR21 9BZ
admin@fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk

Stepping Stones
Elaine Burbidge

For parish information, baptisms and
wedding bookings also see our
website.
Church postcode (for satnav) NR21 9BX
Readers
Elaine Burbidge
Linda Frost
Amanda Sands
Churchwardens
Roger Burbidge
Keith Osborn

01328 851848
01328 862919
01328 878218
01328 851848
07887 877650

keith@keithosbornphotography.co.uk

Fabric Officer
Judith Inward

01328 855269

Church Treasurer
via Rectory Office 01328 862268
Sacristan / Verger for weddings &
funerals
Patrick Sheppard 01328 855013
Child Protection Officer
Paul Nielsen
07798 766357
Vulnerable Adults Officer
via Rectory Office 01328 862268
Organist/Choirmaster
Jonathan Dodd
via Rectory Office 01328 862268

01328 851848

Croxton Road, Fulmodeston,
NR21 0LZ
Priest in charge
Rev’d Francis Mason 01328 862268
revmason@btinternet.com

Messy Church & BIONYC
Alison Harding
01328 864685

Churchwarden
Andrew Lee

Mothers’ Union
Felicity Randall

Please feel free to contact us about
services and events or the Rectory
Office where enquiries about
baptisms, weddings and funerals can
be made.

01328 862443

Church Women’s Guild
Moira Morley
01328 855874
Church Flowers
Margaret Tomlinson
01328 864727
Bell Ringers
Kevin Allcock

01328 853928

Support in Loss Group
Judith Smyth
01328 864061

01328 878870

Mark 8:34
Jesus called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, ‘If any
want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.

Christmas Tree Festival
Anne Peppitt
07999 532002
fakenhamchristmastreefestival@gmail.com

Beacon Editor and advertising
Linda Frost
01328 862919
lindaffrost@gmail.com
Beacon Treasurer
via Rectory Office 01328 862268
Beacon Distribution
Elaine Burbidge
01328 851848
eburbidge@googlemail.com

Find us online:
Web
www.fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk

Website Administrator
Keith Osborn
07887 877650
keith@keithosborn.co.uk

The copy date for the May 2020 Beacon is 5th April.
Bundled on 24th April. Ready for delivery 25th April.
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We are approaching Easter, a time
when Christians 'celebrate' the
cross (as well as the odd chocolate
egg) yet the mother's considered
disdain for this cruel instrument of
execution is not so misplaced. It
has precedent in that the early
Christians were ridiculed by the
Greeks as foolish and it was
regarded by the Jews as
scandalous that they should
worship someone who died on a
cross. Yet it is a paradox that the
cross which caused the
humiliating death of Jesus would
become a 'key to the meaning of
life, God, the world and human
destiny.' Perhaps that is why over
the centuries the cross has
become such a powerful symbol.
Not a symbol of death but a
symbol of self-giving and sacrificial
love that is unconditional and
unending. A symbol of life.
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How is this so? Whole libraries
have been written on the subject
so I won't be able to reveal much
in the next fifty words that the 'Ed'
allows me. What I can say is that
discovering the significance of the
cross for you is likely to be a
journey, because it is for all of us.
How do you start the journey?
Perhaps by asking yourself the
question 'Why am I here?'
Have a thoughtful and happy
Easter.
Francis
Rector

Parish Church Registers
Baptisms
9th Feb.

Mason Sizeland

Choir Practice

Funerals
5th Feb.
12th Feb.
13th Feb.
17th Feb.

5.15pm every Thursday
- The BEACON - 3 -

Frederick Neill
Glyn Wyer
at Fulmodeston
Hugh Maclean
Geoffrey Vincent

Prayer Space
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Lord Jesus Christ,
May you so live in us,
that our lives reflect
the love you show us,
the new life you give us,
the new hope you inspire in us,
the new beginnings you offer us,
the peace you make possible,
so that others may see
and be led to discover
that you wait with open arms
to offer them these gifts, too.
May all people
know your blessings
this Easter Day. Amen.

The great Easter proclamation
"Alleluia! Christ is risen!"
and its response
"He risen indeed. Alleluia!
will be heard around the world
on Easter Day, as Christians
gather to greet their risen Lord.
All the joy of Easter is caught up
in this proclamation,
for this is what Christianity is all about that Jesus Christ came to earth,
died on a cross
and rose again
to give us new life,
new hope,
new beginnnings.
and a new peace.

Parish Prayers for April
Daily prayers are said for Fakenham, its people and organisations.
During the weeks in April we will be praying for:
29th Mar - 4th Apr

Families & family life.
Those who live or work in Wells Road, Howland Close, Clarendon Road.

5th - 11th

Scouts, cubs, beavers.
Those who live or work in Bridges Walk, Massey Court, Olivet Way.

12th - 18th

New beginnings.
Those who live or work in Walnut Drive, William Road, Pensthorpe Road,
Clipbush Lane, Baldwin Court.

19th - 25th

Local industries & businesses.
Those who live or work in Sculthorpe Road, Sculthorpe Eastgate, Kings Road,
Chappel Hill, Knoll Gardens.

26th Apr - 2ⁿd May

First Focus. CAB.
Those who live or work in Rudham Stile Lane, Grove Lane.
- The BEACON - 4 -
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TOWN TA L K
Town Talk

A full church for his funeral was
testament enough to the popularity in
life of John Tuck who has died aged
90. Beyond family, many of the
mourners were former colleagues who
had taught with him at Fakenham
Grammar and High schools. His
woodwork room at the Grammar was a
popular meeting point for me as it was
adjacent to the school gym where I
spent many hours teaching. Sociability
was high on John's agenda and he
invariably had a tale to tell. In
retirement he continued to ply his
woodworking skills in all sorts of ways,
whether through teaching or
continuing to craft all manner of
beautiful objects, both practical and
decorative. For many years he enjoyed
the role of stable manager at our
racecourse, a pursuit I joined in with on
race days which meant an early start
but provided a fascinating insight into
the racing game. The sport has
remained an enthusiasm for me ever
since. John's funeral was graced by
family tributes from his son and
grandson. Outside some familiar
hymns I felt he must have had a hand
in the musical choices at both ends of
the service. They were for the Test
Match Special signature tune and
Monty Python's 'Always Look on the
Bright Side of Life'.

Wayfarer
Fakenham Library
Fakenham has ‘Open Library’ meaning
you can access the library between
8am and 7pm Monday to Friday and 10
- 4 Saturday and Sunday. To use this
service, you need to sign up to open
access at any library during staffed
times.
Weekly and Regular events:
Mon. 20th Audio Book Club 10.30 12pm
Mon. Games Afternoon 1 - 3pm
Mon. Seated Exercise 2.15 - 3pm £2.50
book sue@cardioandcore.co.uk
Tues. Bounce and Rhyme 2 - 2.45pm
Under 5s and families
Could you help as a volunteer at

Bounce and Rhyme? Ask a member of
staff for details.
Tues. Lego Club 3.30 - 5pm Children
aged 5+ and families
Tues. 7th Rag Rug Club 10.30am -12
noon
Tues. 14th Reading Group 10.30am
Thurs. Just a Cuppa 2pm - 3pm
Thurs. 2ⁿd & 16th Activity Zone for
young people 3.30 - 5pm
Fri. Computer Support 3 - 5pm Booking
essential
Fri. Family board games 3.30-5pm
Sat. Family board games 10.30-12pm
Mondays and Thursdays Citizens
Advice drop ins 10 - 3pm
Special events - see posters for more
information. Booking essential.
Fakenham Community Read
Throughout April inspired by the BBC
100 novels that shaped the world we
have chosen 6 very different books for
you to try - A Suitable Boy, Things Fall
Apart, The Far Pavilions, Twilight, The
Quiet American and The Wide Sargasso
Sea.
Sound and Vision Sale 2ⁿd - 18th Apr.
during staffed times.
Easter crafts Thurs. 9th April 10.30am 12.30pm. Booking essential.
Reading Dogs Thurs. 9th Apr. 1.30 2.30pm. Booking essential.
The Velveteen Rabbit Friday 17th Apr.
11am - 12noon. A show for all the
family to enjoy! Suitable for 4+ Tickets
£5. Under 5s free.
Cambridge University Botanic Garden
Explored Wed. 22ⁿd Apr. 7pm. A talk
by Prof John Parker, former Director of
Cambridge University Botanic Garden.
Tickets £5 per person (payable on
booking), includes a glass of wine.
Booking essential.
Creative Arts East workshop Thurs. 23rd
Apr 2 - 4pm. Further information
lea@creativeartseast.co.uk

Come and Learn to Kayak!
Fakenham based Wensum Ospreys
Canoe Club are again offering their
beginners and improvers kayak and
canoe course on the River Wensum
this spring, and would love to see you
there. The course will be run on
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Tuesday evenings for six weeks,
starting on 5th May, and will be open
to adults and juniors of 11 and
upwards. The sessions will be run by
BCU qualified coaches, and all boats,
paddles and safety kit is supplied.
The course will be be fun as well as
instructive, and is intended to lead on
to all the other regular club paddling
throughout the year.
Booking is essential. For details and
cost please email
wensumospreys@gmail.com
www.wocc.org.uk

Book Review
Many people are familiar with the
"Grantchester Mysteries" on TV,
starring James Norton & Robson Green
and with the books from which the
series Is taken.
When watching or reading this series I
always wanted to know what caused
Sidney Chambers to become a priest in
the Church of England.
The answer to my queries came in
James Runcie's latest book "The Road
to Grantchester". It tells of Sidney's
Christian journey from the battlefields
of Italy to his ordination in Coventry
cathedral. It portrays the effect this
has on his family and close friends set
against the background of early post
war Britain.
It was a book I did not want to put
down and one I heartily recommend.
Tony Sims

Volunteers and Secretary needed
for Fakenham Gateway Club
Please can you help us, we are a Club
for adults with Learning Difficulties
who meet once a fortnight in
Sculthorpe Village Hall for a social
evening of entertainment, crafts and
fun. We have a coffee bar and raffle.
We are a very happy group but we
need more volunteers and a secretary
for whom we would be prepared to
pay a small remuneration if necessary.
Please contact Violet Coates on 01328
863826 to arrange a visit to our Club.

Christmas Tree Festival (CTF) 2020
As I write this at the beginning of March, the launch of the
2020 Christmas Tree Festival (CTF) has been announced on the
website. As you read it in early April, the launch meeting will
have taken place and charity representatives will have
collected their application packs , with the closing date for the
return of application forms being Friday 5th June.
Charities who were unable to come to the meeting can still
apply. However, we do not send packs electronically or
through the post as we like to talk to charity representatives
about what participation involves. The CTF desk in church will

be up and running once again every Thursday from the
beginning of April. Please note the new time of 10.30 - 11.30.
One or more of the team will be there to answer questions and
issue packs, and to receive donations for tombola prizes. It is
never too early!
As we said in last month’s Beacon, CTF 2020 is the 20th festival
and we would like it to be even more special than the previous
19! Please come to the desk with any ideas you may have.

Political Correctness Gone Mad!?

Christian Aid Week 10th –16th May

Despite the Country’s decision to leave the European Union,
we are still obliged to uphold their laws and mandates until the
end of this year.
Their latest rulings include the following:
● That teachers should not call their pupils “Girls & Boys”,
and must refer to their charges as “Class” - in case this
causes offence to those who do not wish to have their
gender defined.
● Blackboards are to be renamed “Chalkboards” - to avoid
offending those of a different ethnicity.
● Manholes are now referred to as “Inspection Chambers”,
to avoid offence to women….sorry, those who aren’t men,
or are gender non-specific.
More controversially,
● Christmas is be renamed as; “the non-religion-specific
celebration of the winter solstice holiday”, and we are to
have “Holiday Trees”, to avoid offending Jews, Muslims,
neopagans and other non-Christian folk.
And as for the all-time-favourite dessert “Spotted Richard…”!!
Sadly, the Church of England has not escaped, and in order to
comply with the new EU laws, an edict from The General
Synod, (who is responsible for laying down the laws of the
Church), has declared that Churches that have a “Lady Chapel”,
(Fakenham Church is one of them), must rename the Chapel,
so as not to appear sexist. The EU Law states; “….not all Ladies
are biologically female, and the conflation of "female" to
"woman" erases gender-nonconforming people and members
of the trans community…..”
The Synod has not proposed an alternative to “Lady Chapel”,
which can be all-encompassing and inclusive to all genders and
creeds. It is therefore proposed that congregations be asked to
send alternative suggestions to “Lady Chapel” to Mr Ali P Floor,
who has been appointed, (in the Norwich Diocese), as
administrator responsible for overseeing compliance.
Fortunately, the singing of “Hymns”, has so far gone unnoticed
by the EU – but it is felt further change is only a matter of time.

Dates for your Diary: Sat. 9th May Big Brekkie 8.30 – 11am
Fakenham Parish Church, with thanks for all generous
donations of food and time that enable this event to take
place.
Thurs 14th May Market Day Stalls in Church from 10am.
Plants, cakes, jam, bric-a-brac, Tombola, refreshments.
Christian Aid Envelopes will be available in Church throughout
May. Please collect and return for friends and family too!
Thank you for all your support this year for Christian aid.

The CTF Team
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Adrian and Gemma took up their posts
over 18 months ago, with Adrian taking
responsibility for Fakenham Salvation
Army church, with the assistance of
Gemma, and Gemma taking
responsibility for Briston. Adrian was
brought up as an Anglican in London
but became close to the SA when he
moved to Newcastle with his job as a
professional swimming coach. He
found he was made very welcome and
his relationship with the Army grew.
Gemma, on the other hand, was born
and brought up in the SA in Newcastleupon-Tyne and like many others, had a
good musical education. She plays the
trombone, flute, two types of
saxophone and the piccolo. She
worked in Bank administration before
being called to ministry. They were
married in 2011 and started their
ministry training in 2013. They were
ordained two years later and served
their first posting in Lowestoft, moving
to Fakenham in 2018.
What is the most under-rated thing
about Fakenham? - Adrian - That
people appreciate you for what you
are. I am recognised as the Salvation
Army officer. I'm not mistaken for the
traffic warden, which would happen in
London!
What is your favourite view in the
area? - Gemma -The road from Briston
to Holt is a lovely twisty road.
What would improve the town? - Both
- Better transport links. Rail links
would be great!
If you could change something about
yourself, what would it be? - Gemma I've done it! I've lost a lot of weight in
the last year through Slimming World.
Adrian - I'm very forgetful of people's
names so I'd improve that.
Both - Do you have a gadget you
couldn't do without? - Our phones.
Our whole life is there!
Your pet hate? - Adrian - If people have
something to say to me then I'd prefer
them to say it directly and not behind
my back. And Gemma? - Adrian's
clothes on the floor!

Who has been a great influence in
your life? - Gemma - Someone we call
Auntie Heather. She's a very good
Christian lady who takes an interest in
us.
What's the biggest decision you've
made on the spur of the moment? Adrian - To book our honeymoon to
Gran Canaria. We had the dates, and a
budget and then it was a question of
where can we go?
What is your greatest strength? Adrian - Being caring and offering
hospitality. It's a big thing for me. We
have a volunteers' barbecue and it's
important to make all our volunteers
and of course those who use our
facilities, feel welcome. And Gemma?
My strength is my artistic creativity. I
studied dance, drama and music. I play
in a band in Norwich and a Fellowship
band in the SA.
Greatest challenge you've had to
overcome?- Gemma - I did an abseil
once and I don't like heights!
Have you ever been grateful for the
kindness of a stranger? - Gemma - I
was once given a brand new piccolo by
an anonymous stranger who knew I
wanted one.
Is a religious faith part of your life? Adrian - Yes of course, but the faith
itself is more important than the
religious organisation behind it. It's
about the people.
What would you buy on impulse? Gemma - Anything to do with crafts.
What's your biggest extravagance? Adrian - I'm not extravagant.
What concerns you about modern
life? - Adrian - Loneliness and isolation
of some people. Often people don't
know their neighbours.
Favourite food? - Gemma - Chocolate.
Adrian - Lasagne or my Mum's stew
and dumplings.
How would your friends describe you?
- Gemma - Diva!
What do you no longer worry about? Gemma - what to do with my life. God
called me to be ordained.

Do you have advice that you'd like to
pass on? - Adrian - Be kind to one
another, giving and not expecting
anything in return.
How would you like to be
remembered? - Gemma - As a happy
and creative soul. Adrian - As honest
and hospitable.
Are you a saver or a spender? - Adrian
- Saver. Gemma -Spender!
What do you like best about your job?
- Adrian - Being part of the community.
Gemma - Every day is different.
What is the most difficult? -Both People's expectations.
One thing we'd never hear you say? Gemma - Come on Sunderland!
What's the secret of happiness? Gemma - Doing the things you want to
do as well as those you have to do.
Any particular ambitions? - Adrian - To
go to the Olympics.
Your luxuries on a desert island?Adrian - A supply of tea and the means
to make it.
If you had a whole day to yourself?Adrian - To go to the Monaco Grand
Prix with my friends.
Where would you like to go that you
haven't been to? - Gemma - Australia.
What would you not be seen dead
wearing? - Gemma - A Sunderland
shirt!
What lessons has life taught you? Expect the unexpected and never say
never!
What lessons has money taught you? More is not always better.
Tidy or untidy? - Both - Untidy!
Editor: I must teach Gemma to sing
‘On the ball, City’.
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Salvation Army
Oak Street
10.15am Sunday Worship
www.salvationarmy.org.uk/fakenham

Services at Fakenham Parish Church
Every Sunday
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Parish Communion (CW)

Sculthorpe & Fakenham Methodist Church
Chapel Lane Sculthorpe NR21 9QB
Sunday Service 11.00am
3rd Sunday at Lee Warner Avenue 3.00pm
www.eamethodist.org.uk

Every Monday
8.30am
Parish Prayers, all welcome
9.45am
Stepping Stones, see p13 for details
Every Thursday
9.30am
Market Day Holy Communion

Fakenham Baptist Community Church
Fakenham Community Centre, Oak Street
Sunday Gathering 10.30am
www.fakenhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday 19th April
6.30pm
Choral Evensong

Services at other Churches

Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church
Great Walsingham
Weekly Saturday Vespers 5.00pm
Sunday Liturgy 10.00am

St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church
29 Wells Road
Weekend Masses Saturdays 6.00pm
Sundays 10.45am
www.catholicfakenham.org.uk

Holy Trinity Church Hempton
Sundays - Sung Mass 10 am
Wednesdays - Said Mass 10 am

Easter Services and Events
Fakenham Parish Church
Sunday 5th April - Palm Sunday
10.30am Parish Communion with Passion Gospel
Monday 6th April - Wednesday 8th April
6.30pm
Compline
Thursday 9th April - Maundy Thursday
9.30am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Holy Communion
Friday 10th April - Good Friday
10.30am Easter Messy Church
2.00pm
The Last Hour
6.30pm
Compline
Saturday 11th April - Holy Saturday
6.30pm
Compline
Sunday 12th April - Easter Day
8.00am
Holy Communion - BCP
10.30am Festival Communion

Salvation Army
Maundy Thursday
7pm
Prayer & Meditation Meeting
Good Friday
11am
United Church Service (Followed by Open
Air Meeting in Town Centre)
Easter Saturday
10.45am Family Fun Day Easter Special
Easter Sunday
7.30am
Sunrise Service (At Bullock Hills)
Easter Sunday
10.15am Easter Celebration Service
Sculthorpe and Fakenham Methodist Church
Good Friday
3.00pm
Service at the Chapel in Sculthorpe
Easter Day
11.00am Srvice at the Chapel in Sculthorpe

St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church
Palm Sunday
10.45am
Monday - Thursday of Holy Week
10.00am
Holy Thursday
7.00pm
Good Friday and Easter Day times to be confirmed.
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It’s springtime, so where better to
head out to than the Sculthorpe
Moor Nature Reserve (SMNR). The
boarded walkways make the
experience more enjoyable for all
comers, including wheelchair users.
Opened in 2007, by HRH Princess
Anne, it's open every day except for
Christmas Day. Opening times are
8am to 4pm, October to March, and
8am to 5pm for the rest of the year.

building to the start of the reserve.
This will cut out the rather muddy
walk to the reserve and is using
hard-core material so it's suitable
for wheelchairs.

Photo by Andy Thompson

I was most warmly greeted and
made welcome by Angela Glynn,
fundraiser. She spoke about the
land recently acquired after a
massive and successful appeal for
funds. It's being restored from
agricultural land to create a fen, like
the rest of the SMNR, and a
wildflower meadow. The work is
being done by volunteers.

The current appeal for funds is to
provide 820 metres of boardwalk
and SMNR is asking for donations,
single or multiple of £15 for each
length. Angela also showed me the
still underway project of a new
pathway connecting the reception

The reserve couldn't operate
without its volunteers. There are
150 of them, having roles like
greeting visitors, office work,
working on the land, carpentry etc.
When I visited, Jacqui Wyatt was
manning the reception desk.

campaigning force for the ensuing
ban on DDT.
There are red kites, buzzards and
peregrine falcons on the reserve,
and the much loved marsh harriers.
Also to be celebrated are the otters
and water voles.
There are offshoot groups of fungi
enthusiasts and in summer,
butterfly counting groups. In a very
embryonic stage, SMNR have a
gardening therapy group, who meet
weekly on Tuesdays in a large
greenhouse. It is also suitable for
the learning and physically disabled.
I walked round the reserve, noting
the flooding damage (which appears
to have been caused by work done
upriver by the Dept. of the
Environment.) As I walked I became
embraced by the quietness to be
found.

Photo by Andy Thompson
There is a new office in the building
stage and there are plans to open a
conference centre, with reasonable
rates for its hire.
The warden of SMNR is Nigel
Middleton, who has been there
from the beginning of the project.
Angela told me that Nigel had the
vision and has developed the
reserve. This came about in
collaboration with the late David
Cobham. Initially, there had been a
decline in birds of prey and this had
been attributable to the use of DDT
weed-killer. The Hawk and Owl
Trust bought the land and were a
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I went into a hide and spoke with a
woman who was enthusiastic about
a great spotted woodpecker. It was
easily seen, going between pecking
at a tree and the feeder. There were
finches, tits and pheasants sharing
the bounty. Why not do the same
and feed the birds?

For more information:
www.hawkandowl.org

Catch up with

Christ Church Fulmodeston
OVER the land is April,
Over my heart a rose;
Over the high, brown mountain
The sound of singing goes.

April Services and Events
5th
10th
11th
12th
12th
26th

6.30pm
9.30am
10.00am 1.00pm
10.30am
2.30pm
5.00pm
6.00pm

Palm Sunday Service
Good Friday Liturgy
Craft Fayre in Old School Hall
Easter Holy Communion
Easter Sunday Service, Methodist
Chapel
Evening Prayer followed by
the Annual Church Meeting

Please join us for the April Services and events in
Fulmodeston as the church, chapel and village hall come
together to mark celebrations for Easter.
Donations to the Food Bank can be left at all times in the
church porch.
We look forward to welcoming you to Fulmodeston!
Andrew Lee - Churchwarden

Say, love, do you hear me,
Hear my sonnets ring?
Over the high, brown mountain,
Love, do you hear me sing?
By highway, love, and byway
The snows succeed the rose.
Over the high, brown mountain
The wind of winter blows.
Say, love, do you hear me,
Hear my sonnets ring?
Over the high, brown mountain
I sound the song of spring,
I throw the flowers of spring.
Do you hear the song of spring?
Hear you the songs of spring?
Robert Louis Stevenson
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Repair of church chairs
Thank you to those who have made donations towards
repairing the chairs. At the time of writing we have had
16 repaired at the rate of 4 a week.
If you would like to help but didn’t get round to it after
the note in the February Beacon there is still time. The
cost is £25 a chair or what ever you are able to give.
Cheques should be made payable to Fakenham Parish
Church or put cash into an envelope, both marked
clearly ‘chair repair’ and taken to the Rectory Office or
given to one of the church officials in church.
Many thanks,
Roger Burbidge on behalf of the Fabric and Finance
teams.

Collecting crisp packets - Fakenham Parish
Church
I’m afraid our attempt to collect these has had to be
abandoned. First, we had difficulty in contacting the
company with whom we were to deal. Second, we
eventually found out they had moved the goalposts!
They were now insisting that, before they would arrange
collection, we had to collect 8kg of packets! This would
require a huge amount of storage space which we
haven’t got.
So we are having to say ‘sorry no more crisp packets’. If
you know of any organisation which does collect these
packets check with them and, if they wish, let us know
and we will publish this information.
Roger Burbidge on behalf of the PCC

Operation
No Cold Shoulder
Do you (or someone you know) sometimes feel
lonely or socially isolated?
As social interactions in communities decline,
people's feelings of loneliness can skyrocket.
Eden Project's loneliness survey found that
almost 7 out of 10 adults in the UK often feel
lonely. While 10% of people over 65 feel lonely
all the time according to the Campaign to End
Loneliness. Feelings of loneliness and social
isolation can impact negatively on people's
health and overall wellbeing.
Operation No Cold Shoulder is a year-long
project funded by the National Lottery
Community Fund that aims to tackle loneliness
and social isolation. The project is being run by
a partnership of Norfolk charitable
organisations including Age UK Norfolk,
Community Action Norfolk (CAN), Creative Arts
East, Future Projects and West Norfolk
Befriending.
The project is running in Fakenham &
surrounding villages from April 2020 until
March 2021 and offers free support to people
who are feeling lonely or socially isolated
including;
● free Arts Workshops for people aged 18+ call Lea on 01953 713398 or email
lea@creativeartseast.co.uk
● free Telephone befriending for people aged
60+ call 01603 785 223 or email
befriending@ageuknorfolk.org.uk
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What’s On
Stepping Stones
Mondays 6th, 20th, 27th April. No
Stepping Stones on 13th April, Easter
Monday. Come and join us on
Mondays at 9.45am. For friendship,
music, stories, toys and games. For pre
school children and babies with their
parents and carers. Stepping Stones
meets in the Trinity Room inside
Fakenham Parish Church every
Monday (except Bank Holidays).
For regular updates and news, please
visit and like us on facebook
Fakenhamsteppingstones
Contact Elaine 01328 851848
Market Day Refreshments and Stalls.
Every Thursday 10.00am - 12.45pm.
Drop in for a chat over tea / coffee and
cake or homemade soup. Browse the
stalls: Good quality bric-a-brac, new
books - adult and children - plus
hundreds of good quality second-hand
fiction and non-fiction books. All
proceeds to church funds. Lady Chapel
always available for quiet
contemplation and prayer.
BIONYC - Believe It Or Not Youth Club
Every Monday from 3.30 to 5.00pm in
the church for 5-16 year olds. Board
games, craft, drama and bible stories.
See the church website for more
information.
Church Women’s Guild
We will be meeting as usual on the 3rd
Monday of April, the 20th, to hear a
talk by Clarissa Belson about the work
of First Focus here in Fakenham. All
welcome - and to stay for a cup of tea
after the talk.

April's Messy Church is not on the 1st
Sunday which is Palm Sunday (the
Sunday before Easter). Instead it will
be on Good Friday - Easter Messy
Church, 10th April 10am -12.30pm.

Mothers’ Union
'Women Witnesses of the
Resurrection' How to understand
their stories today. Tuesday 14th April
(Easter Tuesday) 11:00am in the
Trinity Room followed by Bring and
Share Lunch. All welcome.
Rosemary Rooms
Every Monday 10.30am - 12.30pm. For
people with dementia or memory
problems, their family and friends.
Hempton Church Hall. Caring for
someone with dementia? Join us for a
morning of laughter, fun and
conversation over tea, coffee and
cake. Disabled access.
Contact Judith 01328 864061 or
Pam 01328 829735
Support in Loss Group
Wednesday, 1st April from 10am to 12
noon in the Trinity Room. Contact
Judith 01328 864061.
Fakenham & District Community
Archive
Come and join us on Tuesday 28th April
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in the Trinity
Room of the Parish Church. 01328
863377
Fakenhamcommunityarchive.weebly.com

Fakenham Ramblers Group
Saturdays 10.30am and Wednesdays
10.00 am. Packed lunches required for
walks over 6 miles. Telephone in case
of inclement weather. April walks.
Sat. 4th Kelling Heath. Park/meet
Holgate Hill CP. 8 miles 01263 713218
Wed. 8th Blickling. Park/meet Main NT
CP 5 ½ miles 01328 864061
Sat. 18th Baconsthorpe to Reepham
Stage 1 Baconsthorpe to Corpusty
Park/meet Baconsthorpe Castle
Linear Walk so contact Walks Leader
re transport 7 miles 01263 713613
Wed. 22ⁿd North Elmham. Park/meet
near Bishops Chapel 6 miles 01328
864727
Fakenham Local History Society
Monday 20th April (not 2ⁿd Monday
due to Easter) at the Salvation Army
Citadel in Oak Street, Fakenham at
7.30pm. The speaker will be David
Frost . An illustrated talk explaining
the architecture, history and Priory’s
influence on Binham village
development. Members free. Guests
£3. Everyone welcome.
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Fakenham Evening WI
Hempton Church Room, NR21 7LG.
2ⁿd Tuesday, 7.30-9.30pm. Visitors
welcome - £4.00 to include light
refreshments. Contact: Wendy Adams
01328 862730. 14th April Flower
Arranging Demonstration with Mrs
Sue Elliott.
Fakenham & District Flower Club
Hempton Memorial Hall
Hempton, Fakenham NR21 7LG
Tuesday 7th April 7.30pm “Tints, Tones
& Textures” with Pat Barton
Annual Subscription £35 Visitors £6
Jackie 01328 851933/Samantha
07932722951
St. Andrew’s Church Great Ryburgh
Easter Morning Sunrise Service
Sunday, 12th April 6am at All Saints’
ruin, Little Ryburgh followed by
breakfast at St. Andrew’s, Great
Ryburgh. Details from 01328 829413
Have you got local VE Day memories,
photos or memorabilia?
The Town Council are holding a VE
Celebration day in the market place on
May 9th. On Saturday April 4th, 10 12noon in Fakenham Parish Church,
the Fakenham Community Archive will
be available to receive and copy
photos, memorabilia and memories to
form a display on the day.
Come along and share with us.
Hempton Bowls Club
(next to the Memorial Hall, Hempton
Green) Open Day, Sunday 26th April at
1.30pm. Flat shoes required, all other
equipment provided. More details
from Irene 01328 853176 or just come
along on the day.
Colkirk Arts Festival
9th - 10th May, St. Mary’s Church,
Colkirk. Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday
10am - 4pm. Free admission &
parking. Refreshments available all
weekend. Theme: Colours of the
Rainbow. Further details telephone
01328 316514 or email
vandarichards29@gmail.com

TELEPHONE
01328 823483
07741 302838

Find us on

Unit 2
Creake Business Park
South Creake
Fakenham
Norfolk
NR21 9JB

We are a local security company SSAIB accredited
we can:Install new installations of wired and wireless intruder
alarms systems.
Install and maintain policed monitored intruder alarms
and non monitored.
Install and maintain CCTV systems.
Install and maintain access control / door entry systems.
Install and maintain fire alarm systems
Install and maintain emergency lighting.
Contact sales@norfolkalarms.co.uk
07879 894561 & 07884 024060
www.norfolkalarms.co.uk

FAKENHAM FOOT CARE
Welcomes Donna to our team
Appointments available in clinic.
New season Shoes & Sandals
on sale now
12A Norwich Road NR21 8AX
Tel : 01328 862774
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Join the MOVE IT OR LOSE IT Club
Exercise classes for the over 50’s
All exercises can be done seated
or standing.
Also great for anyone with mobility issues or just
wanting to get back into exercise.
Monday

11.00am Colkirk Village Hall

Friday

10.30am Fakenham Community
Centre

Thursday

11.00am Dereham Trinity
Methodist Church

Crystal clear
Windows
Martin Lemon
Traditional & Pure Water Fed Pole
Service
Highly Experienced Window Cleaner
Foulsham
Norfolk

£4.50 per class or 4 classes for £18
For more information call Jo: 07941 086603 or
Sam: 07925 602862
Price includes tea and biscuits after class.

07731641776
01362 680203
martinlemon2@icloud.com

GUTTERING SERVICES
NORFOLK
Gutters cleared, repaired and
replaced from as little as £35. No job
too small. Free quotes. Fully insured.
Local, friendly and reliable service
Contact Neill
01485 572002 or 07856 568433
neillmurray@ymail.com

Arthur James Jewellery
07900185414

Fakenham Market Thurs (near Auction Hall)
Sheringham Market - Wed and Sat
Very large selection of fine quality
new and pre-loved jewellery on
display or visit our online ebay shop:
Elaine Anne jewellery online.
Bring along your unwanted jewellery
items. Any condition considered.
Purchased for cash at competitive
rates.
Home visits arranged.
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While every Christian understands the importance and symbolic
meaning of the cross, when walking through a cemetery, unless
they are in any way significant for us, we may often walk past
gravestones with hardly a glance. Many stones are topped with a
cross and this month's Archive photograph is a good example of
this that can be found in the Queen's Road cemetery. The
inscription bears the name Lieutenant Gabriel Antoine de
Gramond. Gabriel was an airman in the Free French Squadron that
was based in West Raynham and was just 45 years old when the
Douglas Barton bomber that he was flying crashed in Massingham
in 1943.
At one time Fakenham's Local History Society would hold a
commemorative service here every April. The stone stands as a
memorial to this young man and the crucifix it bears adds some
gravity to his memory.
The photograph was donated by Anna Coburn.
HOWARD YOUNG

Youth Church
Although it may be true that if you come
to a traditional (or 'Inherited') Sunday
morning service at the parish church you
would be unlikely to find many - if any young people or families, there are other
'New Expressions' of church where we
see them every week. Stepping Stones
every Monday morning has a gathering of
around 30 children and a similar number
of parents or carers. The new after school
club BIONYC has already gathered a
regular group of families. Messy Church
every month has between 15 and 30
participants, with whole families of three
generations enjoying the activities and
worship. That's not to say that children
are not welcome in 'traditional' church,
they really are - and we do not mind the
babbling of a toddler or the crying of a
baby. We have activity bags for children
of all ages, and bible story-time during
the adults' reflection. Families are
welcome!
April's Messy Church is not on the 1st
Sunday which is Palm Sunday (the
Sunday before Easter). Instead it will be
on Good Friday the 10th April 10am 12.30pm. There will be activities, crafts,
music and drama as we tell and act out
the Easter story, and we start with Hot
Cross Buns (courtesy of Morrisons)! It will
be a wonderful morning of "fun, faith and
food" so please join us

BIONYC story craft time

March Messy Church
does Noah’s Ark

Glass painting at BIONYC
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NW Garden Services
Garden, Landscape & Property Services

Neil Williamson
Free Estimates
NTPC Qualified Chainsaw Operator
Public Liability Insured
Waste Carried Licence
01328 701137
07900 241336
nwgardenservices@gmail.com

Any Electrical works
undertaken
by our Friendly Family business.
Please contact us for a free no
obligation quote on

07895 683150 or 01485 601379
Email: steve@swelectrical.org.uk
www.swelectrical.org.uk

Advertising in the Beacon does not imply endorsement by Fakenham Parish Church
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Acorn
Aerial
Service
Digital TV Aerials
Fitted & Refixed
Also Extension Points
FREE ESTIMATES

01362 696005
07808 065471

Computer Solutions

C L Yaxley
Property Maintenance

Computer and Laptop Repairs,
Health Checks, Upgrades, New
Machines; Custom or Pre-built

Renovations & maintenance
Also covering fencing, brick & stone work.
Paving and sand stone specialists
No job too small. Free estimates.
Christopher Yaxley
01328 853736
07855252550
christopheryaxley@yahoo.co.uk
20 Mission Lane, Fakenham, NR218LH
Making your house and garden a home.

Friendly and Helpful Advice, for
all your Home Computing Needs

Call Simon on
07527 794725
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MHS

D. E. RISSMAN & SONS
TREE LOPPING &
TREE SURGERY
SPECIALIST
Over 30 years experience

Deep Cleaning Carpets Pressure Cleaning
Drives, Patios, Decking Garden Tidy Ups
Gutters & Windows
Interior Painting
Conservatories Cleaned
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Tel: 01328 855600

Mob: 07884 312959

dougie@oasis-hosting.co.uk
113 Norwich Road Fakenham NR21 8HH
●
●
●
●
●

Felling
Clearance Work Undertaken
Hedge Cutting etc
FREE Estimates
Fully Insured

Grand Book
and
Jigsaw Fair
Saturday 25th April
Admission FREE

9.00am – 12noon
Refreshments

Proceeds for Church funds

This space is
available for your
advert.
Contact Linda
[details on page 2]

