
Christmas Tree Festival  
In case you missed the details on last week’s sheet, 

here are the figures for the eight days of the Festival, 

which are a reflection both of how hard everyone 
worked together to keep the momentum going each 

day and also how many visitors came overall: 
 

Refreshments (net of expenses): £5,048.32 

 
Stalls /Books: £6,301.63 

  
Tombola: £2,738.34 

 
Raffle: £1,430.86 

 

Carboys: £277.75. Church bucket: £195.87.  
Clock tree: £330.73 

 
Total for 2017 Festival: £16,323.50 

 

Services and Events this week:       
 

Mon 18th 
 

8.30am 
9.45am 

2.30pm 
 

 

6.00pm  

Morning Prayer  
Stepping Stones 

Church Women’s Guild 
meet for Tea and Carols at 

Moira’s – 1, Harp Close. 

Fakenham Junior School 
Christingle Service 

Thu 21st     9.30am 
10.00am- 

Holy Communion  
Refreshments & Stalls 

Sun 24th    8.00am Holy Communion 

Christmas 

Eve 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 4.00pm 
11.30pm 

Crib Service 
Midnight Communion 

 
 

 

Services for Christmas Day: 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am: Family Communion 

10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) at Christ Church 
Fulmodeston NR21 0LZ  

 
January Beacons 
At 6pm on Friday 22nd December Elaine and Roger 

need helpers to sit and count copies into 10’s for 
bundling for deliverers. Counting in church shouldn’t 

take more than about half an hour. Bundles will then 

be available for deliverers whenever the church is 
open! 

It would be helpful if they could be collected before 
Christmas and delivered between Christmas and New 

Year.                                                   Thank you.  
 

Please remember to save any stamps which you may 

be receiving on your Christmas post for collection in 
church (in the box at the back). Geoffrey Vincent sends 

them off for charity. Tin at back of church. Thank you.    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
17th December 2017 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

elcome to today’s worship, especially if 
you are visiting us or here for the first 

time. You may simply wish to sit, pray, listen 
and observe and my guiding hope is for us all to 
feel God’s presence alongside us today. We hope 
that you find our Orders of Service or Prayer 
Books easy to follow. If you are unsure of 
anything please do not hesitate to ask someone 
nearby. If you are a Communicant member in 
your own church you are welcome to come up to 
Communion. (If you wish to receive a blessing 
please keep your hands folded.) Refreshments 
are served after the 10.30am service. 
Francis Mason, Rector 

01328 862268 / revmason@btinternet.com 
 

Today’s Worship: 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Celebrant & Preacher: Francis Mason 
10.30am 

 
 

Holy Communion (CW)  

Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Patrick 
Foreman  

Led by: Elaine Burbidge (Reader) 

3.00pm  Carol Service @ Christ Church, 
Fulmodeston NR21 0LZ 

6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  
 

• in the wider Anglican Church: Bishops Graham, 

Alan and Jonathan. The Religious Society of 

Friends: Area Representative, David Saunders. 
Diocese of Wyoming (The Episcopal Church of 

USA): Bishop John Smylie.  

• Missionaries; 

• locally: those who live or work in The Lawn, 
Ratcliffe Rd, Oxborough Lane; 

• in the Deanery: Fakenham & Fulmodeston: Rector, 

Revd Francis Mason, Readers Elaine Burbidge, 
Amanda Sands and Linda Frost; 

• those who are unwell or in any kind of trouble 

including: Cissie Billman, Sybil Barrett, Kirsten,  

Sue & Andrew Stewart, Ethel Walker, Ken Elliott, 
Stephen Doughty, Chris Milsom, Liz, Wilfred 

Rushbrooke, George Clayden, Liz Rogers, Huib van 
Hoeven and Peggy Chase; 

• those who have died recently and their families: 

Basil Brain, Ray Betts and Peter Claxton; 

• the anniversaries of the late Jennifer Vickery and 

Joy Rider. 
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Music today: 

Thank you to Jonathan Dodd our organist, who is 

playing for us today.  
Hymns: 401, 489, 307, 528, 522 (Green hymn book) 

Introit: Cantate Domino (Pitoni) 
Anthem: Above all praise (Mendelssohn) 

 

Collect for Third Sunday of Advent: 
(for 10.30 am service) 

 
od for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of 
your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

Readings today:  
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-end 
 

 he spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

    to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 

 
8 For I the Lord love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 

    that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 

up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 

 
 

 
 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’[g] 21 And they asked 
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ 

‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they 

said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?’ 23 He said, 
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord”’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They 

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah,[h] nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?’ 26 John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the 

one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie 

the thong of his sandal.’ 28 This took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 
Next week’s readings for Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
 

8.00am & 10.30am services: 
2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16 and Luke 1:26-38 

 
Midnight Communion: 

Isaiah 52: 7-10 and John 1: 1-14 

 
 

“The Meaning is in the Waiting”- a poem to reflect on 
during Advent 
 
Kneeling by R. S. Thomas 

 

Moments of great calm, 

kneeling before an altar 

of wood in a stone church 

in summer, waiting for the God 

to speak; the air a staircase 

for silence; the sun’s light 

ringing me, as though I acted  

a great role. And the audiences  

still; all that close throng 

of spirits waiting, as I,  

for the message. 

Prompt me, God; 

but not yet. When I speak, 

though it be you who speak 

through me, something is lost. 

The meaning is in the waiting. 

 

Thank you to the flower arrangers and all those who 
have helped with decorating the church ready for our 

Christmas celebrations.  
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