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It has been a long time since I gave an update on the 
Syrian Refugee Fund, to which so many people gave so 
generously when it was established almost two years 
ago. 

The first families to come to Norwich under the Syrian 
resettlement scheme are now well established in the 
city, and a second group are due to arrive in mid-
September. Around one hundred volunteers have 

helped the families settle by provision of practical, educational and social 
support. 

The Fund has been used for a variety of forms of practical help as well as 
enabling social events and visits to broaden the families’ knowledge and 
understanding of Norfolk. 

At the end of August, Julie and I hosted a party in our garden for the 
families and many of the volunteers. It was one of the few late August 
days when it rained but this undoubtedly added to their enculturation 
into all things English! It was pleasing to see the way in which the adults 
had begun to learn English while the children were both boisterous and 
happy and already learning English rapidly.  

There has been relatively little in the media about the families since their 
privacy is being respected and this seems to be leading to a natural 
integration. However, I wanted to post something on the website to 
indicate what is happening and to assure all donors that the Fund is being 
put to extremely good use. 
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From the Bishop of Norwich 
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Mothers' Union Bedding Project:  
Members of Mothers' Union from the 
Eaton and Cringleford Branches and 
members from other Norwich Area 
Branches have been helping make 
beds, to support and welcome families 
who have had to escape from their 
homes in Syria. We have been 
supporting the County Council plan to 
offer homes and help to 50 refugees 
from the camps on the borders of 

Syria. A dozen families have been screened by the international bodies and 
this autumn the second group will travel to Norwich. 
Throughout the county, Mothers’ Union has raised money specifically to buy 
all the bedding that will be needed to set up the families’ homes, with 
mattress covers, quilts, pillows, fleece blankets and two sets of linen for 
every bed and cot. Working alongside volunteers from many groups, 
churches and the Norwich mosques and co- ordinated by the People From 
Abroad social work team, a small group of local people have been able to 
play a part in preparing for our new neighbours.   

Diocesan Retreat Day 

Our retreat day was held at Norwich Cathedral in May and  
led by the Rev'd. Canon Barry Oake. Twenty four members 
from across the diocese gathered in St Saviour's chapel for 
the Eucharist at 11am then moved on to the Weston 
Room, our base for the rest of the day. The theme was 
"Exploring how people come to faith" and Fr. Barry 
focussed on three experiences - Sudden Conversion, 
Education / Learning  and  Slow Growth, giving biblical 
examples of all three he then explained them in depth.  

A buffet lunch was provided after the 1st talk and during the afternoon there 
were  two quiet times after the 2nd and 3rd talks.  These could be spent in 
and around the Cathedral or we could remain in the Weston Room. Tea was 
provided at 4.15pm and was followed with Compline ending a special time of 
relaxation and time with God whilst enjoying the beautiful and peaceful 
atmosphere of the cathedral.     Anne Everitt 



From the President 

Dear Members 

In my last letter I wrote about the amazing work Mothers’ Union is 
doing in conflict zones across the world in terms of reconciliation as 
women try to pick up the pieces and restore some semblance of family 
life.  Peace and Reconciliation was the theme of this year’s General 
Meeting in Edinburgh from which a group from our diocese has just 
returned. 

The Bishop of Edinburgh urged us to look at our own prejudices and to 
avoid the labels we attach to people such as foreigners, immigrants, 
tramps, drunks, grumpy old men (or women), the enemy.  Such labels 
are the first step towards marginalisation and for Jesus the only label 
that mattered was that every person was a child of God and loved by 
God 

Whereas most of us have never been at the centre of a war zone, 
numerous families across Norfolk find themselves in daily, often 
violent, conflict at home and most of us have been in situations where 
we have had to try to resolve disputes within our own relationships. 

Canon Sarah Snyder, The Archbishop of Canterbury’s special advisor on 
Peace and Reconciliation spoke to us at length about her work in 
Palestine and with Mothers' Union in South Sudan and Rwanda.  She 
emphasised the Mothers’ Union unique contribution in this field and 
based all her examples and exhortations on extracts from scripture.  

We must remember that all, even our enemies, are made in God’s 
image and that it is possible with careful and prayerful persistence to 
establish and develop seemingly impossible relationships.  She had 
brought members of the Israeli Defence Force and Palestinian Arabs 
together for a week in Cambridge where the latter discovered that the 
Israelis were capable of smiling and warmth and after which the 
Israelis realised they had so much in common with the Arabs that they 
did not feel able to return to the frontline duties. 



At home in the UK we may be faced with a conflict of cultures in our 
neighbourhood, or required to reconcile to the conflicting needs of the 
elderly and youngsters living together in close proximity. She stressed 
that our members were well placed to offer the ministry of the tea urn 
giving hospitality to strangers but also stressed how much harder it 
was to be a guest instead of a host – a guest in the company of 
strangers. This requires going beyond our comfort zone. Loving God, 
our neighbour and our enemies can be costly but we must not shrink 
from this and be courageous if we hear someone being victimised or 
bad-mouthed as well as being open to offers of co-operation from 
unexpected quarters.  

At the end of the afternoon the conference participants were asked to 
endorse the following resolution:  

We, a global movement of 4 million members, many of whom have 
experienced directly the impact of conflict on the lives of women and 
children, and are actively involved in peace building, call for women’s 
voices to be heard and their needs represented, in all areas and at all 
levels of peace building and conflict resolution.  

as well as to make a personal commitment to take this forward 
through prayer or joining a practical activity within our community or 
initiating a campaign locally. 

I hope and pray we can all live up to the challenge.   Marguerite 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Sponsored Swim 

Rosalyn Trudget  a member of Oulton Broad Branch  

swam the equivalent of the English Channel in her 

local swimming pool, raising £282.50 for AFIA 

through sponsorship. 

 A magnificent effort Rosalyn!  Thank you.  



Hosting the Student Pilgrims. 

For several years now, the Swaffham 
Mothers' Union have provided 
hospitality in the church for the 
Student Cross pilgrims travelling 
from London, arriving in Swaffham 
on Maundy Thursday en route to 
Walsingham for the Easter 
gathering. They are students and 
teachers, mostly young  (and fit!).  

On April 13th this year following a 
short service in church which our 
members joined in with, we hosted 
a slap- up tea,  with home-made 
cakes, sandwiches, etc,  It's great to 
chat and hear their stories and a 
privilege to feed them! Plus of 
course it promotes the Mothers' 
Union to a different group of 
people!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer of Hope Campaign 
 

The Heart of Norfolk (above) 
celebrated in August the 80th 
birthday of a member, with a Holy 
Communion Service at All Saints 
Stibbard, followed by a Celebration 
Charity Lunch with friends and 
relatives, raising £300.  
 

 
 

Fakenham (above)  - an original idea 
from two members living opposite 
one another gave rise to a "Street 
Coffee Morning" blessed with a 
beautiful sunny day the event raised 
£60 plus. 
 

Swaffham - Organised two Coffee 
Mornings  raising £148 and £108 
respectively.  A donation of £60 from 
the customers of a local hairdresser 
who flagged up the campaign made a 

grand total of £316.  (Anne Handley) 
 

Mothering Sunday 11th March 2018 

Norfolk Women Reaching Women 

'Celebrating Mothers' 

Join us at Gressenhall Museum         
Free cream tea for Mums! 

Come with your family 

 



Dear Friends,  

In the thirty years I have been preaching 

and writing for Parish Magazines upon 

the subject of Armistice and 

Remembrance it has become a little 

more difficult with each passing year, 

and this one is no exception. Particularly 

this year we have been remembering 

what was happening one hundred years 

ago in 1917. When I started it was easy 

for me to find veterans of the 1914-18 

War to take part in Remembrance 

Sunday, and I well remember in my 

Curacy a former soldier who had won 

the MM in 1916 and a bar in 1917. 

Today I am hard pushed to find a 

veteran of the 1939-45 War. In fact I 

now have to dragoon my near 94 year 

old mother, who served in the WRNS to 

participate! 

 I for one can not only still hear, but also 

see, other veterans of World War One, 

from my youth, wearing their medals 

from the Great War, proudly reciting the 

words of the Exhortation at the War 

Memorial and in the village Church. I 

can also see a very elderly Bert Howard 

who had been brewed up in a tank (his 

words not mine) in 1917 holding very 

shakily a cup of tea which was his 

lifelong result of that event. The 

Assistant Priest, Percy Beresford, had 

served as a combatant soldier, a 

Lieutenant Colonel in the London 

Regiment, winning a DSO before he 

succumbed to his wounds in 1917. I also 

remember a very staunch Mothers' 

Union Enrolling Member less than five 

foot high, who had served as a VAD 

nurse in France during the Great War, 

was decorated with the Associate of the 

Royal Red Cross Award and mentioned 

in Despatches several times. Katherine 

was one of the earliest members of 

Mothers’ Union in my village and by the 

time she died in 1973 one of the oldest 

too. Despite her smallness of stature 

she was very great in heart and lived out 

the aims and precepts of MU all her life 

and encouraged others to do the same. 

 I suppose that is what Remembrance 

and Armistice is really about, honouring 

those who made the supreme sacrifice 

for our freedom, honouring those who 

fought for us, honouring those who 

gave the years of their young lives in 

service, and for so many that service 

cost them their very lives, so that we 

might enjoy the years of our lives in 

Peace and Freedom. So we remember 

with honour and thanksgiving. Of course 

all of this points us to the One who also 

made the Supreme Sacrifice for men 

and women of all countries and for all 

generations, the Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself, God’s very own Son. All honour 

and thanksgiving is due to Him in 2017 

and for all time, past and present, and 

for eternity itself. 

 Every Blessing, Simon. 

 



  

Welcome to new members. 

Pakefield:    Jill Thompson 
 
 Hellesdon:  Joyce Jolly  and  
Christine Stebbing 
 

General Meeting Swansea 17th and 18th September 2018 

If you would be interested in joining a coach party to Wales next year probably 

for 3 or 4 nights please fill in the sheet enclosed with your Angles. 

 

News from the General Meeting 2017  

2016: £1.5 million raised for the 140th Anniversary Appeal for national and local 
projects  

650,000 people were helped by Mothers’ Union worldwide  

107,000 people in the UK  benefitted from an AFIA Holiday, a parenting group 
or a Loving for Life workshop 

$ 50.000  Relief Fund sent to South Sudan where 2 million people have been 
displaced 

17,000 men and women in South Sudan were taught under the Literacy and 
Financial Education Project 

75% of men trained through this project have started advocating for women’s 
rights 

3000 women trained through this project have taken on leadership roles 

2017: There are 10 downloadable resources on the Theme for 2018 available 
now. 

A new Mothering Sunday Eucharistic liturgy will be available in December 

In 2018:  The new MSH website will be launched in the Spring. 

The General Meeting will be in Swansea on 17th and 18th September 

 

Famous Quote:                  

“The hunger for love is much 

more difficult to remove than 

the hunger for bread.” ~ 

Mother Teresa 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January 2018  

5
th

-7th  Wave of Prayer 
Tuesday 9th          Finance Meeting  Diocesan House 10am (CR4) 
 Friday 19th           Trustees Meeting Diocesan House 10am (CR1&2) 
 

February  
5th & 6th WWC   Swanwick 
6th-9th  MULOA Leadership 1 Swanwick 
7th-14th  National Marriage Week  
 

Tuesday 20th           Members Day  St. Luke's Centre 10am - 2.30pm                                                                                                                                                                                                           

March 
Sunday 11th Celebrating Mothers  Gressenhall (Free cream teas for mums) 

Thursday 22nd Diocesan Council  St. Luke's Centre 10am - 2.30pm 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Norwich  

 Registered Charity Number 249682 

Diocesan President: Mrs Marguerite Phillips 37 Welsford Rd. Norwich NR4 6QA 

   Tel 01603 452942 e-mail mcg.phillips@homecall.co.uk 

Diocesan Chaplain:  

Rev Simon Lawrence, The Rectory, Campingfield Lane, Stalham. NR12 9DT   

  Tel: 01692 58025  e-mail simon.stalham@btinternet.com 

 

Diocesan Office:   

Mothers’ Union, Diocesan House, 109 Dereham Road, Easton, Norwich, NR9 5ES. 

Office Hours: Tues, Thurs, & Friday 10.00   - 12.30 & 1.00 - 2.30pm  

Tel: 01603 880853    e-mail munorwich@googlemail.com 

Provincial President:  

Mrs N Sweatman 78 Keepers Road, Devizes, Wiltshire Devizes SN10 2FP  

Tel. 01380 727626 worldwide.provincialpresident.canterbury@mothersunion.org 

Editor:  

Mrs E Norwood  21 Field Lane Fakenham NR21 9QX 

Tel: 01328 855665 email: muangles@btinternet.com 

Copy deadline For Spring Issue:  

 

mailto:simon.stalham@btinternet.com
mailto:worldwide.provincialpresident.canterbury@mothersunion.org
mailto:muangles@btinternet.com

