
Angles 
THOUGHTS ON CHANGE! 

Dear Friends, if we are honest we just 

don’t like change. We like to know 

where we are, and what we are doing 

not to mention where we are going!  Yet 

we know all too well that change is an 

inevitable part of our life. Nothing stays 

the same, does it? We may not want to 

grow older but we do with all the 

changes that that may involve.  

Language changes, doesn’t it?  Things that were funny fifty or sixty years ago 

seem to pale into insignificance now. There used to be a hymn ‘Sunbeams 

scorching all the day’ I remember being told by an elderly gentleman that 

they thought this funny when he was a boy. Scorching meant to go really fast 

and Sunbeams were a popular make of motorbike, so they thought to sing 

that hymn was very funny indeed. To me, and probably to you it means 

nothing. 

Ask the young people of today whether something is cool or not?  And it is 

nothing to do with a refrigerator as we might think!  Something being ‘sick’ 

does not have anything to do with illness either, so my Grandchildren tell me. 

Nowadays, if you are into computers then you ‘Google something’ whereas 

we (if we were lucky) would have looked it up in Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

We used to sell things through Exchange & Mart now not so, most people use 

the computer phenomena ‘ebay’ reaching the worldwide market. Things 

change and doubtless in ten years’ time they too will be ‘old hat’ (and there’s 
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an expression that’s gone out too!) and there will be something else faster 

and more super technical than ever before. 

That is why things that are constant are so comforting. We know where we 

are with them. There is nothing more constant nor comforting in this world 

than the love of God for us his children.  This is something we can all rely on 

as Jesus himself promised us. True the outward trimmings and trappings of 

the Church may change with the years, but the heart of God, the Good News 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for all people, for all time, and in all places 

everywhere, remains a constant in our lives. 

The task of the Church is to bring that Good News to the people where they 

are and in a way that they can relate to and feel that is relevant for them.  No 

small order, is it? But with God’s help and in His strength, we can show His 

love for His people, where we live, where we work, in doing his will and 

seeking to bring honour and glory to his name in His Church and our 

community.     Every blessing, Simon  

∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

From the Trustees - Dear Members, we 

have been overwhelmed by your generosity in 

raising money for the Syrian refugee 

resettlement.  We now have enough money 

to provide what is needed in the foreseeable 

future. If you still have an event planned, do 

go ahead, but if not then we ask that you might turn your attention to other 

funds which will be directed overseas this year.  Some branches have asked 

how they can best support members in famine-stricken East Africa and the 

answer is via the Mothers’ Union Sudan Relief Project.  The other option is to 

hold a tea or garden party for the Summer of Hope appeal.  Money raised 

from direct appeals from Mary Sumner House can be sent directly to them, 

but please tell us what you have sent in your end of year reports too. 



Link News Tanzania 

Despite lack of first hand 
news from our link in 
Ruaha, we have news of 
the diocese of Tanzania, 
this information was given 
at the Annual Meeting in 
2014, although rather late 
it presents a picture of a 
busy, caring and thriving 
Mothers’ Union.  
 

In an interview with the Anglican Communion News Service (ACNS), Mothers’ 
Union Provincial Co-ordinator for Tanzania, Margareth Massawa revealed 
that they are empowering women and girls with skills in entrepreneurship, 
leadership and advocacy, “to make them more independent and less subject 
to gender-based violence.” 
 

At the Mtumba Rural Women Training Centre, they are training and 
empowering women and girls with early childhood and primary education, as 
well as teaching them skills which will enable them to be self- sufficient so 
that they grow to become independent and escape the poverty trap.  
 

Advocacy training for women and girls also helps them to become more 
aware of their rights, for example, providing information about marriage 
laws, writing of wills and inheritance laws. Despite women's property rights 
being stipulated in the country’s constitution, a recent report revealed that 
about 40 percent of the cases presented by women were about rights and 
property ownership. 
 

The MU in Tanzania has also been a pioneer in providing health education on 
diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, cancer and HIV/AIDS. “We not only 
show compassion to sick people and other vulnerable groups, but also 
provide various materials for them and pray with them,” said Mrs Massawa. 
 

Recent reports from the Province show that the Anglican Church of Tanzania 
has about 815,000 Mothers’ Union members, currently the largest of any one 
country in Africa. Its members spread across the country’s 27 dioceses and 
the according to Mrs Massawa, “current figures are even higher.”   
  
Edited with permission from press report in ACNS 

 



Dear Members,  
This Spring I was truly 
blessed to go on pilgrimage 
in the Holy Land, led by 
Bishop Graham, and I have 
not stopped thinking about 
it since. Apart from 
personal moments close to 
Jesus, my lasting 
impressions were the 
physical and political 
geography. 

Not sure what to expect in 
terms of the landscape I 
was surprised by the 
lushness of Galilee with its 
green hills, stunning 
gardens and blossoming 
orchards.  The desert landscapes further south were not unexpected 
but the rugged nature of the mountains and the ravines was awe-
inspiring and after a long day’s gruelling journey from Galilee to 
Bethlehem I was left pondering what it must have been like for a 
heavily pregnant Mary as she made that journey on a donkey.  
Likewise what amazing distances Our Lord travelled in his short 
ministry. 

Truly heart-breaking and seemingly insoluble were the divisions in the 
society, not only between the state of Israel and the occupied West 
Bank but between the Christian denominations who find it hard to 
share the holy shrines.  So sacred moments could be interrupted 
equally by loud objections from church staff or the realisation that we 
were surrounded by heavily armed soldiers and land-mined territory.  
Crossing through the wall separating Jews and Palestinians took me 
back to when I lived in Cold War Germany.  Most moving therefore 
were the hopes of young students at Bethlehem University, the dashed 



hopes of graduates in a refugee camp who were trapped and 
prevented from achieving their potential and the extraordinary efforts 
of Sami Awad, who spoke about his work against all the odds to give 
young Jews and Arabs the chance to meet in the hope of building 
bridges as a pathway to reconciliation. 

Mothers’ Union is heavily committed to reconciliation in conflict zones 
across the world not least at the moment in Africa where our fellow 
members are peacemakers at an individual level, in families and within 
their communities, as well as joining decision makers and those 
involved in formal peace channels at national and international level. 
In the DR Congo, South Sudan, Nigeria, Kenya Mothers’ Union 
members provide practical support to those displaced by war, and 
have been involved in facilitating community healing and reconciliation 
processes. They achieve this by bringing together women for 
fellowship, counselling and education resulting in whole communities 
working together for a better future.  

At a time when not only we in our country but also our nearest 
neighbours find themselves becoming more and more divided or 
insular in outlook there is much to learn from our members in Africa.  
So I am very much looking forward to the General Meeting in 
Edinburgh where the keynote speech will be on 'Peace & 
Reconciliation' from the Archbishop of Canterbury's top advisor - Sarah 
Snyder.  The Berlin wall fell so we must pray hard that other walls will 
come down. 

“Stable communities will be skilled in reconciliation……They will be ones 
in which we can be collectively a nation of ‘glad and generous hearts’.   
wrote our Archbishops in their recent pastoral letter.  Marguerite. 

 Cathedral Prayer Dates: 

 First Thursday of each month in the Jesus Chapel 

August 3rd / Sept 7th / Oct  5th / Nov 2nd / Dec 7th   

            Do join us at 12 noon if visiting Norwich. 



Schoolreaders in Norfolk 

Do you have an hour or two a 

week to listen to children read 

in a local primary school?  

There is a great need in Norfolk 
for volunteers to go into a local 
primary school to listen to 
children read.  Through joining 
Schoolreaders, you will be 
matched with the appropriate 
local school that suits your 
availability and location. No qualifications are required - simply a 
good command of spoken and written English.  

Volunteers find it most rewarding seeing the impact that their time can 
make on a child’s reading ability and confidence. This has far-reaching 
benefits on a child’s life chances. Please spread the word to anyone else 
that you think may be interested.  

 If you would like to join or learn more about this charitable scheme, 
please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org. or call 01234 924111 or 
email admin@schoolreaders.org. 

Schoolreaders is a very low cost charity -  it only costs £15 per year to 
provide a child with a one-to-one reading session with a volunteer every 
week of the school year. If you would like to sponsor a child for a year’s 
reading or make a donation, this can also be done via the website or the 
contact details above. 

Do come and listen to Jane Whitbread, a founder member of School Readers, 
when she comes to speak at our next Diocesan Council meeting on 23rd 
November.  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
St Marks Oulton Broad: 

Roz Trudgett and Eileen Kirby 
 

Pakefield:  - Jill Thompson 

http://www.schoolreaders.org/
mailto:admin@schoolreaders.org


 

Lord, as we greet this beautiful 
morning, full of sunshine and 
promise, help us to remember 
those who live in fear and 
darkness. 
The refugees trudging across 
Europe. Those caught up in war 
and terror. Those who suffer 
violence in their homes or on the 
streets. Those who have lost 
their faith and see no hope for 
the world, and those who breed 
hatred and persecution. 
May we be faithful in prayer 
even when darkness surrounds 
us and all seems lost and 
pointless. 
 In Jesus name. Amen 

Dear Lord, as we prepare for the predicted icy and snowy conditions over 
the next few days, we pray for all those who are living on the streets of our 
city, as well as those who cannot afford to adequately heat their home. We 
ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes and our hearts to their distress and 
suffering. We pray that you will forgive our indifference to the misery 
around us, and in your mercy bless and prosper all that is being done to 
support them in their discomfort. Amen  
 

 
These prayers were written by members of our team. You can access the page by typing into 

your server www.facebook.com/MothersUnionNorwich - you DO NOT have to have a FB page 

yourself in order to view,  come join us in daily prayer. 

www.facebook.com/MothersUnionNorwich 

Thank you, Lord, that as we grow in 
faith so we grow in commitment to 
those you call us to serve.  

May we serve with the love of Christ 
and bring comfort that comes from 
God. 

May we share burdens through the 
power of Christ and bring strength 
that comes from God. 

May we view others through the eyes 
of Christ and show compassion that 
comes from God. 

May we respond with the forbearance 
of Christ, and show grace that comes 
from God. 

May our faith in Christ inspire us 
to lives of loving service.  

Amen 

 

Prayers from our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnionNorwich/photos/a.215131555188860.44653.203329876369028/1215646808470658/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnionNorwich/photos/a.215131555188860.44653.203329876369028/1215646808470658/?type=3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Aug 9th   Mary Sumner Day 

Sept 5th   Finance Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 

Sept 12th   Trustees Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 

Sept 21st  Members Day  St Luke’s Centre 10am - 2.30pm 

Oct 4th  Festival Service   Cathedral  11am 

Oct 31st   Finance Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 

Nov 9th  Trustees Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 

Nov 23rd  Diocesan Council  St Luke’s Centre 10am - 2.30pm 

Dec ??  Advent Carol Service 
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