
Report of the Annual Parish &Parochial Church Meetings - the 
Church’s AGM  
The APCM was held in church after Choral Evensong on Sunday the 19th of April at 7:30pm. It 
was attended by some 35 parishioners with 5 apologies. The meeting was chaired by the Rural 
Dean, Canon Patrick Foreman.  
As with any AGM, the business of the meeting was fairly formal, but the chairman was able to 
maintain a relaxed constructive atmosphere for which many thanks.  
Last year was dominated by two main events - the Fakenham fire on May 25th and Rev’d Adrian 
Bell’s retirement at the end of June, with the parish going into interregnum. Thanks were given 
again to the firemen for their vital work in saving the church and to Adrian and Marian for all 
they did for the church and town during their time in Fakenham.  
The accounts for the year ending 31/12/14 show a general income of £131,663 with expenses of 
£126,054 - i.e. expenses of about £2424 a week! Running a busy town church these days is not a 
cheap business, and we thank all those who work hard to raise money for us in any way. We 
have also been grateful for two generous legacies providing restricted funds for the fabric of the 
building.  
The Churchwardens thanked all the many people who contribute to the life and work of the 
Church whether their contribution is of their time, their skills or their money. They are all 
equally valuable and equally appreciated. The Church is in good heart and financially sound.  
With the retirement of Adrian the greatest task facing the Churchwardens has been ensuring 
that the Church, in all its parts, continued to function during the interregnum and they are 
heavily indebted to the Readers and retired clergy, who have given so freely of their time and 
experience. At no time have our congregations ever been faced with anything but a familiar and 
friendly face! Thanks must also go to all the others who have kept the many church groups 
running smoothly and open for business.  
That a lot goes on at Fakenham Parish Church is well known, and this was highlighted by the 
Annual Reports where accounts from 25 aspects of church life show the breadth of what goes 
on. What came across time and time again was of people working together for the good of the 
church and community. That these organisations are available for anyone to attend also 
demonstrates the openness we try to show.  
The election of Churchwardens was part of the business of the Annual Parish Meeting (open to 
everyone living within the Parish) and resulted in Alison Harding being re-elected, and Roger 
Burbidge being elected to replace Andrew Stewart who retired after serving many years. 
Churchwardens are elected annually for a year at a time. The custom of Fakenham is the 
churchwardens usually stand for a minimum of three times.  
Elected to the Parochial Church Council (serving for one year) were: Frank Schofield (Treasurer), 
Gail Allcock, Susan Dunn, Stuart Neave, Hilary Palmer, Edna and John Plume, Sue Stewart. Ex-
officio members of the PCC are the Deanery Synod representatives: Christopher Simpson and 
Kay Hathway; and the Parish’s Readers: Elaine Burbidge and Amanda Sands. After his 
Installation, our new Rector, Rev’d Francis Mason will lead the council.  
We look forward to an exciting year with the arrival of Francis and Gill.  
Alison and Roger (Churchwardens) 


