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Burnham and Walsingham Deanery Audit 

 1 Introduction 

 

The Rural Dean, Bishop Norman Banks, commissioned a Deanery Audit to present an 

overview of the Deanery. It would reflect the Deanery’s strengths as well as areas for 

development and show what the parishes were doing to further God’s mission.  Data were 

collected with a questionnaire to all parishes requesting information for the period August 

2009 to July 2011.   The majority of parishes returned information. Other data included 

photographs of Harvest Festivals in 2011 to provide a ‘snapshot’ of activity across the 

Deanery.  The overall aims of the audit were to: 

 provide an overall picture of the Deanery 

 identify opportunities for collaboration between benefices 

 provide adequate information for informed forward planning. 

Incumbents were invited to nominate an individual from whom information about the parish 

was to be collected in the questionnaire.  In total there are 41 parishes divided into the 

following groups1: 

Burnham Market  - Burnham Market, Burnham Overy, Burnham Sutton cum Ulph, 

Burnham Thorpe. 

Coxford Group  - East Raynham, East Rudham, Helhoughton, Houghton next Harpley, 

South Raynham, Tatterford, Tattersett. 

Fakenham  - Fakenham with Alethorpe. 

Hempton  - Hempton with Pudding Norton. 

Hindringham  - Barney, Fulmodeston, Great Snoring, Hindringham, Kettlestone, Little 

Snoring, Thursford.  

Holkham  - Holkham, Warham, Wells-next-the-Sea, Wighton. 

South Creake  - North Creake, Sculthorpe, South Creake with Waterden, Syderstone with 

Barmer. 

Toftrees  - Toftrees. 

Upper Wensum Village Group  - Brisley, Colkirk and Pattesley and Oxwick, Gateley, Great 

Ryburgh with Little Ryburgh and Testerton, Horningtoft, Shereford with Dunton, 

Whissonsett.  

Walsingham  - East Barsham with North Barsham with West Barsham, Little Walsingham 

with Great Walsingham and Houghton St. Giles.  

  

1 Not all the parishes are listed individually as some are ruins or are redundant churches 
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The first part of the report presents the staffing of the Deanery followed by patterns of 

worship found in the parishes.  Each figure shows the number of occurrences in the 

Deanery beginning with the frequency of Eucharist and Morning and Evening Prayer. 

  

 2 Staffing in the Deanery 

 
Each group is staffed by a Stipendiary Priest and assisted by Readers and active retired 

clergy with Permission to Officiate in the Diocese.  The Stipendiary Clergy comprise seven 

Rectors, one Priest in Charge and one Vicar. In one parish the Rector is also Priest in 

charge of a small parish attached to his benefice.   

There are nine Readers and also one individual currently training to be a Reader. Six out of 

seven benefices have assistance from their ministries.   There are also six Readers with 

Permission to Officiate in the Deanery. 

Currently there are four groups in interregnum – South Creake, Walsingham, Hempton and 

Wells.  Among the Deanery clergy there care those who have been in their current post for 

more than 10 years while others have taken up their posts more recently.  The Deanery is 

fortunate in having approximately 25 retired clergy with permission to officiate living in the 

Deanery. These priests have an average age of 74, demonstrating the value placed upon 

active ministry after retirement by the serving clergy in the Deanery. 

 

 3 Services in the Deanery 
 
The services in the Deanery are mostly Eucharistic with 13 parishes indicating a weekly 

celebration.  It is noteworthy that 17 parishes celebrate a monthly Eucharist and at least 9 

parishes have a Midweek Eucharist.  These patterns of service would suggest the 

importance placed by clergy and laity on being able to worship together in the sacrament of 

the Eucharist.   

The 15 parishes reporting an evening prayer service on a Sunday show that, for some 

parishes, having a service in the evening is more appropriate and may even be necessary 

due to the availability of clergy and/or readers to lead these services.  Figure 1 below 

presents the patterns of services in the Deanery. 

Page 2 of 14 



Burnham and Walsingham Deanery Audit  January 2012 

 

Figure 1 Services across the Deanery  

There is a strong pattern of services across the Deanery showing a spread of Eucharistic 

and non-Eucharistic services.  All the parishes have at least one Eucharist a month and 

many more have Eucharistic services more frequently dependent upon availability of 

clergy.  Many parishes could not provide this level of Eucharistic provision without the 

support and availability of retired and other assistant clergy.  

Figure 2 Numbers of Occasional Offices 2009-2011 

Figure 2 shows the numbers of occasional offices for the period August 2009 - July 2011 

presented as totals.  It is encouraging to discover that the numbers of Baptisms and 

Funerals are almost equal.  Proportionately, the numbers of weddings is about half the 

number of Baptisms but may reflect the variety of wedding venues available in the area.  

Data collected about confirmation showed that 20 people were confirmed during the two 

years covered by the audit. Of that number 14 people were over the age of 16.    
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Figure 3 Other types of services 

Noteworthy in Figure 3 is the number of school services recorded by 12 (28%) parishes out 

of 43. There are two secondary schools and ten primary schools in the Deanery.  

Figure 4 Pastoral and teaching 

Figure 4 presents data about the pastoral support and teaching in the Deanery. Thirty-four 

(79%) parishes out of 43 hold Lent Groups. A further 27 (63%) parishes out of 43 prepare 

families for Baptism.  Interesting are the findings for pastoral support for baptism (63%), 

marriage (25 (58%) out of 43) and after bereavement (19 (44%) out of 43).  These findings 

place these offices in line with national data.  
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Figure 5 Lay people’s involvement in the parishes 

Another area explored was lay people’s involvement in the parishes and Figure 5 presents 

the range of activity.  It is interesting that 34 (79%) parishes out of 43 had access to an 

organist, not necessarily a resident organist. Some churches share organists due to the 

pattern of their services and some churches have to rely upon recorded music in the 

absence of an organist.  

Other important roles for laity include leading intercession.  Twenty-six parishes (60%) 

reported lay involvement here.  The use of Intercession in the Eucharist is part of the 

universal Christian tradition, bringing before God the needs of the world, community and 

individuals as God ‘graciously invites and accepts our share in his loving purpose’ 2.  Also 

noteworthy is the lack of choirs and Sunday schools in the Deanery 3. 

 

The role of lay people continues in Figure 6 with the ‘unseen’ workers in the parishes. This 

includes those who launder altar linens, clean the churches, arrange flowers and act as 

vergers/sacristans.  It is interesting that these roles are evenly divided. 

Figure 6 The ‘unseen’ workers in the parishes 

 

2 Chapman, R., (2000) Leading Intercessions, Norwich, Canterbury Press (p.xiii).  

3 Sunday Schools is used as a generic term for all education work with children. 
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Forty parishes (93%) out of 43 have laundry teams, 39 (90%) parishes have flower 

arranging teams and 10 (23%)  parishes have vergers.  In the Deanery nine (21%) parishes 

have towers containing more than two bells.  Of these nine (21%), six have a regular 

practice night.  A total of 17 (39.5%) parishes reported ringing for Sunday services.  

Figure 7 Publicity  

All parishes publicise services through their magazines and posters and Figure 7 shows the 

variety of channels used. The most frequent is the parish magazine with 42 out of 43 

parishes having a magazine with schedules and advertisements.  

Figure 8 Fund raising events 

A wide variety of fund raising events are carried out during the year.  The most frequent 

are Flower Festivals, 17 (40%) parishes out of 43. Coffee mornings and teas were found to 

be a good form of fundraising by 18 (42%) parishes out of 43.  
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Figure 9 Grant aided fund raising sources 

In order to facilitate fundraising and share experiences, data were submitted on sources of 

grant aided funding. Across the Deanery the most frequently reported source was English 

Heritage, 16  (37%) out of 43 parishes had received support via this organisation. The 

information in Figure 9 could be used to support parishes currently launching projects or 

seeking advice about grant applications.  

Other Churches in the Deanery 

A number of other denominations have a presence in the Deanery as shown in Figure 10. 

There is an active ‘Churches Together’ in Fakenham and other benefices work with 

neighbouring churches when the opportunity arises, for example during Christian Unity 

Week and on Remembrance Sunday.  

Figure 10 Variety of other denominations and churches 
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 4 Businesses in the Deanery 

There is a wide variety of businesses in the Deanery including farms, small businesses, 

retail and those run from private houses.  Noteworthy is the almost even division between 

farms and businesses.   

Figure 11  Proportions of businesses and farms in the Deanery 

Further analysis of businesses is shown in Table 1 below. 

Table 1  Parishes reporting retail outlets 

Retail outlets Number by parish 

Food/drink retailers 9 

Clothes retailers 5 

Health and beauty 4 

Bookshops 6 

Estate agents 4 

Post office facilities 9 

banks 4 

Hotels, public houses, tearooms 28 
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Skillled tradesman  live and work in the Deanery as shown in Table 2. The figures show the 

number of businesses as reported by respondents and may not reflect the actual number 

of these types of business in the Deanery.  

Trades Number by parish 

Garden maintenance 12 

Builders 10 

Building designers 4 

Decorators 7 

Interior Designers 6 

Electricians 9 

Boat builders 2 

Taxi businesses 4 

Leisure facilities in the Deanery include playing fields, children’s play areas, bowling 

greens, and other sports facilities. Table 3 shows the distribution of these facilities.  

Table 3 Leisure facilities 

Leisure facilities Number by parish 

Playing field 21 

Children’s play area 10 

Bowling green 6 

Garden club 7 

Youth club 4 

Bridge club 2 

Football club 6 

Cricket club 5 

WEA 3 

Horticulture club 12 

Allotments 5 

Tennis courts 5 

Village hall 26 
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 5 Parish  profiles 
 
The next section presents a very brief profile of each parish with reference to populations, 

electoral rolls, and businesses. For any further details the original questionnaires can be 

accessed with permission from the Deanery survey team. Information for population and 

Electoral roll taken  from the ‘The Directory’ September 2011 4. 

Burnham Market Benefice 

Burnham Market  

Burnham Market has a population of 530, with 36 on the electoral roll. There are a number 

of shops, a Post office, hotels and tea-rooms in the village as well as specialist shops. 

There is a primary school serving all the villages in the Burnham Market benefice. The 

village also has a Roman Catholic church.  

Burnham Overy  

has 285 residents and 13 on the electoral roll. Businesses include farms. 

Burnham Sutton cum Ulph  

has a population of 470 and an electoral roll of 5.  

Burnham Thorpe  

has 160 residents and 15 are recorded on the electoral roll.  

Coxford Group 

East Raynham with West Raynham 

These two villages together have a population of 189 and 3 on the electoral roll. West 

Raynham has a primary school  and some businesses run from private houses.  

East Rudham with West Rudham 

Together these villages have a range of businesses, including a shop/Post Office, other 

specialist retail outlets  and a public house. The population is 730 of whom 16 are 

registered on the electoral roll. 

Helhoughton 

The village has 190 residents  and 19 on the electoral roll. The main building is the church. 

Houghton-next Harpley 

This hamlet has a population of 71 and 11 on their electoral roll. 

 

4 Diocese of Norwich, September 2011 The Directory www.norwich.anglican.org  

Page 10 of 14 

http://www.norwich.anglican.org


Burnham and Walsingham Deanery Audit  January 2012 

 

Coxford Group continued 

South Raynham 

On the Raynham estate there are 81 residents of whom 6 are listed on the electoral roll. 

There are farms and a retail outlet serving petrol. 

Tatterford  

This small village has 97 residents and an electoral roll of 11.  

Tattersett 

One of the smaller settlements with 48 residents and 6 listed on the electoral roll. 

Toftrees (currently attached to the Coxford benefice) 

Toftrees is a very small hamlet with 37 residents and 5 on the electoral roll. It is rural with 

farms.  

Fakenham 

Fakenham with Alethorpe 

The largest parish in the Deanery comprising a population of approx. 8000 with a weekly 

market, numerous retail outlets including two major supermarkets, banks, Post Office, 

pubs and hotels and accommodation for older people needing residential care. There are 

several  commercial and industrial businesses in the town offering skilled and professional 

employment opportunities.  A secondary school with the 6th form college for the area is 

situated in the town along with primary and infant schools. The electoral roll numbers 103 

individuals. 

Hempton 

Hempton with Pudding Norton 

Like Fakenham a single parish with a population of 748 and 33 on the electoral roll. There 

is a pub, the Fakenham Race Course and specialist traders in the village.  

Hindringham Benefice 

Barney  

Barney is a village with 220 residents and 7 on their electoral roll.  

Fulmodeston with Croxton 

This village has a population of 220 residents of whom 10 are listed on their electoral roll. 

Great Snoring 

Great Snoring is a residential village comprising some farms and a population of 175. Their 

electoral roll is 17 currently. 
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Hindringham benefice continued 

Hindringham 

Hindringham has a primary school, a village hall and small businesses including farms. 

The population is 435 of whom 29 are listed on their electoral roll. 

Kettlestone 

The village comprises 170 residents of whom 15 are on the electoral roll. There are some 

businesses run from private houses,  including an art studio. The parish includes the large 

Pensthorpe Nature Reserve. 

Little Snoring 

The village of Little Snoring is the largest in the Hindringham benefice and has a primary 

school, some retail outlets including a petrol station. Other businesses include farms. 

There are 625 residents and 11 are listed on the electoral roll.  

Thursford 

Thursford is known for the Christmas Musical at the Thursford Collection. The population of 

the village is 225 of whom 6 are listed on the electoral roll. 

Holkham Benefice 

Holkham 

The parish of Holkham consists of 293 people of whom 9 are registered on the electoral 

roll. The village has some small businesses, a pub and employment on the estate of the 

Earl of Leicester.   

Warham 

Warham has a population of 195, some farms and a pub. There are 10 people listed on 

their electoral roll. 

Wells-next-the Sea 

Wells-next-the-Sea is a town serving the surrounding villages comprising a variety of retail 

outlets, cafes, pubs, hotels, banks, and a doctor’s surgery. There is a secondary school, a 

primary school and a children’s centre in the town.  As well as the Anglican church there is 

a Roman Catholic church, a Methodist church and  Quaker meeting room. There are some 

small businesses connected with the sea and serving the tourist trade. The population is 

2455 of whom 53 are registered on the electoral roll. 

Wighton 

This village has a population of 243 and 24 on the electoral roll.  There are a number of 

small businesses, farms and a pub in the village.  
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South Creake Benefice 

North Creake 

North Creake contains some retail outlets, small businesses, a pub and farms. The 

population is 405 of whom 2 are registered on the electoral roll. 

South Creake with Waterden 

The village comprises a pub, bed and breakfast accommodation and some small 

businesses including two garden centres and farms. The population is 485 of whom 20 are 

on the electoral roll.  

Sculthorpe 

In Sculthorpe there is a primary school, a pub and some small businesses including a car 

maintenance business, a farm machinery business, farms and a nature reserve.  There is 

also a Methodist chapel and a village hall. The population is 739 and 20 are on the 

electoral roll.  

Syderstone with Barmer 

In Syderstone there are several small businesses and farms. There is a village hall and a 

pub. The population listed in the Diocesan Directory is 1383 which includes Wicken Green. 

The Syderstone village website lists the population at 429 5.  On their electoral roll are 32 

people.  

 

Upper Wensum Benefice 

 

Whissonsett  

 

Whissonsett has a population of 485 and 22 listed on the church electoral roll.  The church 

is in the centre with a shop/post office and village hall near the church.   

  

Shereford 

This is a very small village, comprising the church and a centre used for residential 

purposes by schools and other organisations. The population is 87 and 11 on the electoral 

roll.  Allied to Shereford is a redundant church used two or three times a year: patronal 

festival, Harvest and Christmas.  

 

Brisley  

The church is in the middle of Brisley which has a population of 250 and 14 on the electoral 

roll. There is a primary school, village hall and pub located in different parts of the village. 

5 Syderstone village website www.syderstone.com accessed 9th January 2012  
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Upper Wensum benefice continued 

Colkirk 

Colkirk has the church, a primary school, pub and village hall serving a population of 565. 

The electoral roll has 8 individuals listed. The Rectory is located here.  Colkirk also has two 

ruined buildings, one of which is used for outdoor services: patronal and summer evening 

services. 

Great Ryburgh  

This village is the largest in the benefice with a population of 711 and an electoral roll of 16.  

As well as the church there is a community run shop/post office, Methodist chapel, village 

hall, a pub, a butcher’s shop  and residential accommodation for older people. There are a 

number of farms as well as a large malting plant that sources prime barley from North 

Norfolk. Connected to the church are the ruins of two buildings in outlying hamlets.  

Horningtoft  

Horningtoft is very small with the church at its centre, a population of 135 and electoral roll 

of 12.  

Gateley 

This village has the church and is the smallest in the benefice, population 75 and electoral 

roll 9. 

Walsingham Benefice 

Little Walsingham 

The village comprises churches of different denominations, Roman Catholic, Methodist, 

Greek Orthodox and the Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.  There are several 

specialist retail outlets, restaurants and pubs serving the visitors and local population and a 

doctor’s surgery. The village has a primary school catering for children of the benefice. 

There are 822 residents and 79 are registered on the electoral roll. The electoral roll also 

covers Houghton-St-Giles and Great Walsingham,  details of which are below.  

Great Walsingham contains some small businesses, a parish church and also a Russian 

Orthodox church. The population is included in the Little Walsingham details above.  

Houghton St. Giles A small hamlet, population numbers are included in the Little 

Walsingham details. Houghton St. Giles comprises a church, the Roman Catholic Shrine 

and some small businesses run from private houses. 

East Barsham with North Barsham and West Barsham 

These hamlets comprise churches and farms and have a population of 150 with 4 listed on 

the electoral roll.  
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