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A personal message from the Rector 
 

As Rector I have a pastoral responsibility 

for the church and the town which means 

that I pray and care for everyone as far as I 

am able. Also Marian and I try to attend 

many events and charity occasions and 

enjoy being asked to events. 

However, I hear from so many people and 

groups, that they see difficult times ahead. 

How can the church help? 

I would like to propose the following help 

for the community, as well as local 

churches. Some suggestions are already in 

place, and others will further help the 

community: 

1. Entry to every event or concert in 

Fakenham Parish Church will remain free, 

unless the event is not organised by the 

Church. At these free entry events and 

concerts a retiring collection will be taken 

instead. 
  

2. Advertising for all churches and charities 

in the Fakenham Beacon will remain free 

for one off events. 
  

3. I have suggested that all receptions 

organised by the church will be simple, and 

the saving during the year will be added to 

the sum that we give out to local charities. 

The latest such donation was of £250 to the 

new childrenôs holiday play scheme TOPS.  
  

4. All work on the Church or Rectory will 

continue to be untaken by local craftsmen, 

wherever possible, so as to maximise 

local employment. 
  

5. All groups using the Church including 

Stepping Stones Pram and Toddler Service, 

the Coffee Morning for the Bereaved, the 

Good Friday Workshop, as well as having 

your child baptised, will remain free. 
  

6. All congregations within the Diocese are 

being encouraged to help ease the serious 

financial situation in the Diocese which  

will see 15 less stipendiary clergy in the 

next 5 years. As a thanksgiving for 40 years 

in Ministry in June 2011 and 10 years here 

as Rector in July 2011, Marian and I have 

been pondering how to mark these 

milestones. After much deliberation we 

have decided to make an extra annual 

donation to the Deanery budget during the 

next 2 years so as to help small struggling 

parishes around us survive. The Diocese has 

drastically cut its 2011 budget, and will be 

asking less of parishes, and so locally and in 

the Diocese we will live within our means, 

but at the same time help others. 

I hope that you will give your backing to 

these initiatives as we try to consider further 

ways of helping the community. If we all 

work together and help one another, we will 

come through this difficult time. We are all 

members of Godôs family and at difficult 

times we help one another. 

  

Adrian Bell  

Fakenham Infant School  

Year 2 

Wedding in Church!  



Services at the Parish Church  
 

Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion  - Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

                                                         9.30am              Bridges - First Sunday of the month only 
 10.30am  Parish Communion - Common Worship (CW) 
 6.30pm  Choral Evensong as advertised 

Monday  9.45am  Stepping Stones - Pram & Toddler Service 

Wednesday  9.15am  Parish Prayers 

Thursday Market Day  9.30am  Holy Communion - Common Worship 

Home Communion is available on request. Please phone the Parish Office.  
We provide gluten-free wafers at all services. Please let us know as you enter church, if required. 

Rector ï Revôd. Adrian Bell  
 The Parish Office, Gladstone Road, Fakenham, NR21 9BZ. Tel & Fax 01328 862268  
 Email address: - adrian.bell4@uwclub.net  
 Website www.fakenhamparishchurch.org.uk (managed by Church Website Design Project)  
 

The Parish Office is usually open from Tuesday ï Saturday 10.00am ï 12 noon for general  
parish information, baptisms and wedding bookings.  
 

The Church is open from  10am ï 4pm 
 

Readers   Elaine Burbidge   Tel. 851848  
  Linda Frost   Tel. 862919 
 Amanda Sands   Tel. 878218 
Churchwardens   Hilary Palmer   Tel. 864759 
 John Plume        Tel. 701780 
Organist/Choirmaster   Chris Brown   Tel: 862268  
Church Treasurer   Harvey Wyman           Tel. 855582  
Church Flowers                   Judith Smyth     Tel. 864061 
Bell Ringers  Dennis Allcock            Tel: 856373 
Church Womenôs Guild Joy Gill    Tel. 863632 
Mothersô Union Ann Rae    Tel. 851797 
Child Protection Officer  Roger Burbidge   Tel. 851848 
Young Church  Linda Frost   Tel. 862919 
Stepping Stones  Elaine Burbidge   Tel. 851848 
Church Stewards               Linda Robinson   Tel. 853010 
Beacon Advertising  Linda Frost   Tel. 862919   email. lindafrost@madasafish.com  

Fakenham Parish Church Registers  
  

Baptisms 
27th June       Noah Elijah Bond 
18th July         Mia Rose Woodcock  
18th July         Miles Curtis Woodcock 
Marriages 
 3rd July         Neil Read-Tanya King 
10th July        Mark Fryett ïLena Paget 
Funerals 
7th July     Owen Mann   77 
8th July         Alan Edge   75 
 

Names of loved ones can be placed in the Church 
Book of Remembrance free of charge. 

 Please let the Parish Office know. 

Every month we have a Coffee Morning for the 
bereaved.  
 

There will be no meeting of the group in August. 
We meet again on Wednesday 1st September  

in the Trinity Room (inside the Church)  
from 10.00am - 12 noon.  

 

There is no charge  and this is an opportunity to 
meet other people who are going through various 
stages of bereavement. If you would like a personal 
visit please let the Parish Office know. 
In addition Amanda Sands now leads the Church 
Pastoral Group. If you have time on a Sunday we 
are always looking for people to provide lifts to and 
from Church.  
Telephone Parish Office 01328 862268 

 Last copy date for the September Beacon is 5th August   

Fakenham Parish Church 

Charity Number  

1129251 

TOPS 
Just a quick note 
to thank you for 
the £250 cheque 
from Fakenham 
Parish Church  for 
TOPS I will be 
able to do some 
shopping now! 
We look forward 
to the play 
scheme which 
starts on 2nd 
August. 
 

Catherine Farrell 



Community Information  

 

Citizens Advice Bureau ................... Tel: 856040 

Fakenham Library ........................... Tel: 862715 

Fakenham Community Centre ......... Tel: 851274 

Fakenham Job Centre Plus .............. Tel: 753300 

Fakenham Connect .......................... Tel: 850100 

Fakenham Medical Centre ............... Tel: 851321 

Fakenham Town Council ................ Tel: 853653  

Adult Education Office .................... Tel: 851223 

First Focus ....................................... Tel: 855083 

Fakenham Police  ............................ Tel: 0845  4564567 

N. N. District Council  ..................... Tel: 01263 513811 

Age Concern (Bus) .......................... Tel: 855959 

County Councillor David Callaby ... Tel: 851967 

Fakenham Charities  ........................ Tel: 850100 

Sup. Registrar of Marriages..............Tel: 863268 

Registrar of Births & Deaths ...........Tel: 863269 

 

 

 
August 1st  
Battle of the Nile    George Cross 
 

August 15th  
Birthday The Princess Royal       Union Flag 

 
Weather permitting, a flag can be flown from the 
church tower to commemorate celebrations at a 
cost of £10 which helps towards the replacement 
of flags. 
Please apply to the Parish Office 01328 862268 

   Fakenham -Lancaster  
By E.M. Bridges  

A comprehensive history of Fakenham and the surrounding countryside has been 
published recently. It begins with the development of the landscape and the 
physical site of the town. Invasion by Anglo-Saxons, who displaced the indigenous 
Iceni, led to the establishment of Fakenham as a settlement around AD600. The 
history of the town through the Dark Ages and Medieval period is followed by the 
agricultural changes brought about by the landed gentry on their great estates 
near  Fakenham. Development of rural industries and an account of the town 
during the 20th century, culminates with its growth which has trebled its size in the 
last 50 years. A brief history of religious life and local government in the town is 
given. Finally, an attempt to see what the town will be like in the foreseeable future 
is presented. 
This book is strongly recommended to all Fakenham residents, and particularly to 
the young people of the town as it provides many aspects relevant to their national 
curriculum studies in history and geography.  
Supported by Fakenham Town Council and Fakenham Rotary Club, this book has been written by Dr E.M. 
Bridges, Chairman of the Fakenham Gas Museum Trust. It is available at the Museum, in local bookshops 
and at the Fakenham Parish Church Bookshop , price £8-50. (During June, July, August and 
September, the museum is open on Thursdays and Saturdays, 10.30 to 3.30). When all expenses have 
been met, any profits from this book will go to support the museum. 

200 Club June Winners  
 

  £50   H Wright  
 £25  E M Bridges  
 £15   D Braithwaite  
 £10   D Steward  
  

Congratulations!  

A Four Star Loo and A Cracking Good Laugh.  

10 of us, (including the Rector), set out from Fakenham 
to visit Binham Priory one Tuesday afternoon in 
June.  Once there we shared in a short act of worship 
before joining a very interesting tour of the Priory 
Church and ruins. Pity about the drizzle but that did not 
dampen our mood as we moved on to Stiffkey Stores 
for tea.  Seated around one big table we enjoyed a 
hilarious hour of fellowship and humour - quite amazing 
the rest of the customers. 
The 4* loo? Sadly only one of the group had used this 
facility at the Priory but we mistakenly thought she was 
recommending a 4* hotel. 

Fakenham Mothersô Union 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WarMemorialFakenham(PhilipHalling)Jul2006.jpg


 Sunday 1st  The Ninth Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
                9.30am                   Bridges All Age  Service 
 10.30am Parish Communion  
  Introit: Confitemini Domino ~ Berthier  
    Anthem:   O taste and see ~ Vaughan-Williams 
 

       Monday 2nd  
                9.45am                   Stepping Stones, pram and toddler service 
   

 Thursday 5th  
 9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 

 Sunday 8th  The Tenth Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.30am Parish Communion  
  Introit: Holy is the true light     
  Anthem: Lead me Lord ~ Wesley 
 6.30pm Choral Evensong     
  Introit :  Sun of my soul ~ Josquin Des Pres  
  Psalm:  108  Responses: Sanders 
  Magnificat &  Harris in A 
  Nunc Dimittis:   
  Anthem:   Rejoice in the Lord ~ Anon 
        
  

 Monday 9th  
                9.45am                   Stepping Stones, pram and toddler service 

 

 Thursday 12th   
                9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 

 Sunday 15th  The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity ~ Blessed Virgin Mary   
 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.30am Parish Communion  
  Introit:  O Lord hear my prayer ~ Berthier  
  Anthem: Come my way ~ Cooper 
 

 Monday 16th   
                9.45am                   Stepping Stones, pram and toddler service 
 

 Thursday 19th  
 9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
  

 Sunday 22nd  The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.30am Parish Communion  
  Introit: Gloria ~ Shaw 
  Anthem: With a voice of singing ~ Shaw 
        
       Monday 23rd                  Stepping Stones, pram and toddler service 
                9.45am 
 

 Thursday 26th  
 9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 
 Sunday  29th  The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.30am Parish Communion  
  Introit: O sing joyfully ~ Batten 
  Anthem: Holy, holy, holy ~ Smith 
 

 Monday 30th No Stepping Stones, pram and toddler service 



Fakenham Evening  
Womenôs Institute 
Methodist Schoolroom 
Oak Street, Fakenham 
7.30pm - 9.30pm 
Visitors all very welcome. £1.50 inc. refreshments. 
11th August: 
óThe life of a GPô with Dr. R Bowden 
Contact Wendy Adams: 01328 862730  

St Anthonyôs Church 
 Father Tony Webb and the parishioners of St Anthonyôs 

Catholic Church thank all the people who supported their 

Garden Fete on 3rd July and helped to make it a happy and 

rewarding afternoon. Thank you also to the Fakenham 

Town Band for the entertainment.  We raised £895.00, 

which will send one of our young people to World Youth 

(meeting of Catholic Youth), this year to be held in Spain 

and a donation will also be going to the Kikambala 

Childrenôs Home in Kenya which the parish support. 
 

From Pat Evans 

 

(Marian and I enjoyed your kind hospitality, and listening to 

the Town Band, we were very pleased to support your 

charity work in Kenya - Rector) 

 Car boot and Fete  
at  

Lancaster Avenue Communal Hall 

Saturday 21st August  

1pm onwards 

BBQ, ice creams and other refreshments, 

Car boot (bookable 01328 855078) 

Stalls Games Grand Raffle 

Free entry 

To raise funds for the Friendship Club 

Lee Warner Avenue  

Sheltered Housing  
Summer Fayre  

Saturday 14th August   12 noon  
Tombola ï Grand Raffle  

Cake Stall  
Bric a Brac --- Books etc  

Hot & Cold refreshments  
Games & lots more  

 TOWN TALK by WAYFARER  
 

As we enjoy these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer, a word of praise for the 
townôs two regular markets. The long-established Thursday attraction has 
been transformed by the absence of vehicles trundling through its midst. 
Strange to think that it wasnôt many years ago that we tolerated this imposition 
and how much more relaxed the whole atmosphere has become without the 
presence of cars negotiating with pedestrians as they edged their way across 
the square. Unthinkable now, thank goodness. The farmersô market on the 
fourth Saturday of every month has developed its own dimension based 
around home-produced fruit, vegetables and plants, much of them organically 
grown, along with a wide range of appealing foods and drinks. Confined to the 
market square, this celebration of good living packs them in during its brief 
four-hour sojourn and Iôve no doubt the next one, on August 28 th, will be 
equally successful. Perhaps even more so with the school holidays adding to 
the number of visitors finding their way here from elsewhere. These markets 
add a real buzz to the community at any time of the year. Long may they 
continue to flourish.  
 

www.fakenhamfarmersmarket.co.uk 

STOP PRESS NEWS 

From the Rector 

The morning after....... 
 

óWhat a wonderful and 

exciting evening at 

Fakenham Community 

Centre when  FADLOS 

KIDZ presented  

óHAIRSRAYô. 

From the opening number, 

óGood Morning Baltimoreô  

to the finale óYou canôt stop 

the beatô my wife and I were 

enthralled.  

Directed by Ben Francis and Paula Tuck, with Musical  

Director Jo Kemp, the show kept up an amazing pace. 

Thursday night and hardly a seat to be found, no 

wonder. With this young cast, the Show was very 

humorous, but yet had  a core message about racial 

discrimination. The commitment and energy of the cast 

was obvious, and I am sure that  Norfolk Charitable 

Trust and the Norfolk Youth Fund will be delighted to 

see their sponsorship used in such a worthwhile manner. 

Thank you FADLOS KIDZ  for a great evening.ô 



Audrey Sharp meetséDawn Wakefield, Music Teacher 
 
Dawn Wakefield is where she is today as the unusual outcome of a 
teenage rebellious streak!  Her parents were not musical and gave her no 
encouragement at all, but she developed her passion for music and was 
self-taught until, at 15 years old, her school teacher spotted her talent 
and commitment and persuaded her parents to give her formal tuition.  
She went on from strength to strength and studied Russian and Music at 
Durham University.  After university she commenced training as a 
professional librarian.  Soon she realised that she wanted music to be 
paramount in her life so she became an instrumental teacher giving 
tuition in piano, clarinet and recorder to both adults and children.  She lived and worked in 
Cambridge for several years, coming to Hempton 19 years ago before moving to the centre of 
Fakenham more recently.  Her other great interest is Balkan dancing, a great way of having a 
fun, sociable evening and keeping fit.  She runs two classes, in Hempton and Whissonsett.  Not 
being one to waste a moment, she is also a District Councillor for the Raynhams Ward and has 
been parish Councillor for Hempton for several years.   

What do you like most about Fakenham life ? ï Itôs 
unpretentiousness.  And I love market day ï it really 
is the heart of the community. 
What is your favourite view in the area? ï Sitting 
on The Albatross on Wells Quay. 
Is there a motto or proverb that you particularly 
try to live by? ï ñLife is not about how to survive the 
storm, but how to dance in the rain.ò 
What qualities do you value most in other 
people? ï The ability to show sensitivity, optimism 
and love. 
What concerns you most about modern life? ï 
We have lost the value and power of quietness.  We 
tend to fill every space with noise.  We also orient 
ourselves towards materialism at the expense of 
quality of life. 
On the other hand, what do you like most about 
modern life? ï How easy it is to keep in touch will 
people through email and Facebook. 
What particular talent would you like to have? ï 
The ability to keep my house tidy! 
Which gadget do you have that you couldnôt do 
without? ï My piano. 
Name someone who has been a great influence in 
your life? ï My school music teacher.  She saw I 
was very determined to learn music.  She made a 
huge difference to my life.  She always went the 
extra mile for her students.  I try to model myself on 
her. 
What is your favourite food? ï Roast chicken.   
How would your friends describe you? ï 
Ingenious, quietly vibrant, understanding. 
Do you have a piece of advice youôd like to pass 
on? ï To live each day as if it were your last.   
How would you like to be remembered? ï As 
someone who tried to make a difference to others. 

Are you a spender or a saver? ï A spender.  I live 
carefully and then am likely to spend it on a nice 
dance course somewhere. 
What do you like to do in your spare time? ï I like 
going to the pub for a pint of real ale. 
What is your bedtime reading at the moment? ï I 
like to read something meditative in the mornings 
and currently I am reading óMeditationô by Paul 
Brunton. 
Do you have any particular or unusual 
ambitions? ï No, just to pass on a love of music and 
dance to others. 
If you were Prime Minister for a day, what would 
you try to achieve? ï A way of preventing villages 
being killed off by a disproportionate number of 
holiday homes.   
If you were stuck on the top of Fakenham Church 
Tower, who would you like to be with you? ï I 
think I would need the calming influence of the Dalai 
Lama! 
What would you rescue from your house if it were 
on fire? ï My music and dance notes which would 
be irreplaceable. 
Where would you like most to go that you havenôt 
been to? ï Iona. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? ï 
Greece. 
Which is your favourite film? - A French film called 
Etre et Avoir ï óTo be and to haveô ï about a teacher 
and his pupils. 
Is there a person you admire? ï Teachers who 
inspire others.  Gareth Malone, the TV choirmaster is 
inspirational to others. 
What did you learn from your parents? ï In a 
perverse way, I learned to rebel against them and not 
to take óNoô for an answer.  They did not want me to 
follow music but I did it anyway!  I am a person who 
is determined to find a way round things! 

 


